
 
 
 
 
 

 
An Open Letter to the Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee 

In Support of Fair and Just Immigration Reform 
May 20, 2013 

 
Dear Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 
 
As we stand on the threshold of a potentially new, sweeping immigration reform bill, 
we write to voice our support for fair, just and humane legislation that will not only 
bring distressed immigrant communities “out of the shadows,” but which will stay true 
to the country’s values and respect for human rights and commitment to justice. 
 
Substantial improvements must yet be made to SB 744, the Border Security, Economic 
Opportunity and Immigration Modernization Act. While the proposal includes some 
provisions that will benefit immigrant communities and future immigrants, we are 
extremely disappointed with both overarching themes and particular provisions that 
we believe will continue to undermine basic human and worker rights, foster greater 
racial discrimination and feed the separation and trauma of immigrant families and 
their communities. We fear that this bill will keep immigrants in an underclass. 
 
We understand that this is a rare opportunity to engage sweeping immigration policies. 
Immigrant communities have waited years for the chance to reunite with family 
members, to be free from the threat of deportation after having lived, worked and 
raised families here for decades. They have waited for the same labor protections as 
their citizen co-workers and for the opportunity to become citizens and to vote. 
 
The present proposal fails to reflect our communities’ needs and our collective concerns 
and aspirations for human rights, fairness and justice in U.S. immigration policy -- the 
promise of “equality and justice for all”. With the mark-up process underway and 
before the bill reaches the full Senate for consideration, we urge you to address the 
following: 
 
Substantially improve the path to citizenship. This path should be inclusive, fair, and 
safe, without obstacles, undue burdens and lengthy waiting periods. 10 years in a 
provisional status is too long a wait to obtain a green card. The wait should be 
reasonable and humane and should not exceed five years, the same as DREAM eligible 
applicants. While work eligibility and ability to travel are important features of the 
current proposal, those on the path to citizenship should have access to healthcare and 
economic supports programs.  This includes the removal of the five-year bar on access 
to vital healthcare and family economic support programs.  
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Access to the provisional status or green cards should not be dependent on a “secure 
border” or other trigger. Waivers for eligibility for legalization should be extended to 
those who have been detained or deported under overly harsh enforcement programs 
and procedures, and who may have been forcibly separated from their families in the 
U.S. 
 
The filing fees, penalties and back taxes are simply too high and will surely deter many 
from even applying to the program. These costs must be made affordable for low 
income applicants. The continuous employment requirements are also unrealistic and 
would unfairly eliminate many people from eligibility. These changes would speed the 
integration of immigrant workers and their families and ease their anxieties about their 
progress towards a more stable existence here.  
  
Expand eligibility for legalization. The more than 300,000 people with Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) should be included in the legalization program. Many on TPS 
have lived in the U.S. for years, working and raising families. Finally, many more 
people will benefit from the program by moving the cut-off date to the date of 
enactment of the legislation. 
 
Maintain this country’s commitment to family reunification as the core principle of 
immigration policy. We are concerned with the detrimental impact of the “shift” to 
merit-based immigration that will favor highly-skilled and educated immigrants and 
which will diminish the value and principle of family unity. We oppose the elimination 
of siblings and adult children from family visas. Moreover, we urge the expansion of 
eligibility to same sex couples. The processing of the visa “backlog” should be infused 
with sufficient funds to expedite and bring processing up-to-date as soon as possible. 
 
Continue the Diversity Visa program. The elimination of this program will severely 
undermine the potential for immigration from African, Caribbean and other under-
represented countries. Without this program, many will not be able to otherwise qualify 
for legal immigration to the U.S. 
 
End the prioritization and increase in border enforcement. The continued build-up of 
a militarized environment along the U.S.-Mexico border has had a traumatic and 
discriminatory impact on communities living in the border region. Immigrant families 
have endured years of increased border and interior enforcement policies on the 
premise that these would lead to support for legalization; that price has been more than 
paid. Our border policy has tragically contributed to the deaths of thousands of migrant 
men, women and children while having no impact on the complex “root” factors that 
drive migration across the border. The proposal should not redefine and expand the 
Southwest border region, authorize the deployment of National Guard to the border, 
nor commit billions in taxpayer dollars for this flawed border strategy. Again, any 
stipulation that a measure of “border security” will be required to trigger progress and 
implementation of the legalization program should be removed. 
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End the immigration detention system. Despite some proposed reforms in the 
detention system, the system itself is punitive, violates human rights, and is 
unnecessary. The record-level number of immigrant detainees is untenable and 
contributes to the separation and destabilization of families and communities. We are 
further outraged that corporate interests have promoted the abuse-prone detention 
system for financial gain. 
 
Ensure access to full labor protections, regardless of immigration or citizenship 
status. We urge an end, not an expansion of all employment verification programs, 
including E-verify, that undermine worker rights and increase employment 
vulnerability. Immigrants with employment visas should have job portability, rights 
equal to U.S. workers, and direct opportunities for permanent residency. 
 
End the reliance on temporary worker programs as soon as possible. Business 
interests in securing the availability of low-cost foreign labor undermine the country’s 
commitment to building a stable work force. We encourage the allocation of resources 
for education and training to provide greater opportunities, particularly for our youth 
and working people.  
 
End, not enhance or expand deportation programs such as the Criminal Alien 
Program, Secure Communities and 287 (g), as well as fast-track deportations and 
mandatory detention. Criminal prosecutions for immigration-related conduct such as 
unlawful entry, driving without a license, or “identity theft” should be ended, as well as 
problematic immigration determinations of so-called “aggravated felonies”. These 
unjust programs have unfairly led to detentions, deportations and separation of 
families. Waivers should be provided for eligibility for the legalization program. 
 
Restore and preserve due process rights, to ensure equality before the law for all 
persons, regardless of immigration or citizenship status. Individuals must have the 
right to present their case in court with competent representation. 
 
Thank you for your attention and action on our concerns and recommendations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Organization Endorsers: 
 
67 Suenos 
American Friends Service Committee 
American Friends Service Committee, Project Voice - Cambridge MA 
Alianza Mexicana 
Alliance for Global Justice 
Alliance of Filipinos for Immigrant Rights and Empowerment 
Amigos Multicultural Services Center 
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AMK 
Arkansas United Community Coalition 
Asian Pacific Policy & Planning Council 
Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice 
Black Alliance for Just Immigration 
Canal Alliance 
CASA Latina 
Catholic Migrant Farmworker Network 
Causa Justa - Just Cause 
Centro Latino Cuzcatlan 
ChangeLab 
Clerics of St. Viator (Viatorian Community) 
Coalicion de Derechos Humanos 
Colombo Americans in Action 
Creative Innovations, Inc 
Democratic Socialists of America 
Dominican Sisters 
Dominican Sisters of Houston 
DRUM - Desis Rising Up & Moving 
Ecumenical Peace Institute/CALC 
Enlace 
Esperanza Immigrant Rights Project 
Farmworker Association of Florida 
Filipino Advocates for Justice 
Florida Immigrant Coalition 
Food Chain Workers Alliance 
Franciscan on the Border 
Georgia Rural Urban Summit 
Grassroots Global Justice Alliance 
Greater Hartford Interfaith Coalition for Equity and Justice 
H.S. Power & Light Ministries - Latino Faith Initiative 
Haiti Action Committee 
Hawaii Immigrant Youth for Action 
Highlander Research and Education Center 
Hispanic American Association 
Hispanic Organization for Progress and Education 
Intertribal Friendship House 
IRATE – Interfaith Refugee Action Team 
Kentucky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin America and the Caribbean 
KY Legalization with Dignity Campaign 
KY May Day Coalition 
Labor Movement 
Latin America/Caribbean Committee of the Loretto Community 
Latino Advocacy 
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Los Angeles Community Action Network 
Mississippi Immigrant Rights Alliance (MIRA) 
Movimiento Migrante Mesoamericano 
National Latino Farmers & Ranchers Trade Association 
National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
New Jersey Civil Rights Defense Committee 
No More Deaths 
Oficina del Inmigrante Solidaridad e Informacion - OISI 
Out4Immigration 
Palomar Community College 
Pax Christi USA 
Philadelphia Storytelling Project 
PODER 
REFORMA (National Association for the Promotion of Library & Information) 
Refugio del Rio Grande, Inc. 
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary, Western American Province 
Religious Sisters of Charity 
Rockland Immigration Coalition 
San Francisco Living Wage Coalition 
Sisters of Mercy 
Southeast Immigrant Rights Network 
Stop LAPD Spying Coalition 
Street Level Health Project 
The Collyridian Episcopate of St. Brigid, Oregon City 
The Dignity Campaign for Real Immigration Reform 
Trusted Advocates 
UAW Local 2320 
Union de Vecinos 
UNIRR 
United Cambodian Community 
United Methodist Women Immigrant & Civil Rights Initiative 
Wastenaw Interfaith Coalition for Immigrant Rights 
 
Individual Endorsers (listed by state) 
 
Alaska  
Mary-Margaret Stein 
Janet Connorton 
 
Arizona  
Martha Burgan 
Carrie Darling 
Helen Dick 
Paul Espinosa 

Dave Fronske 
Isabel Garcia 
Jonathan Gomez 
Elissa Hauptman 
Brian Miller 
Robert E. Seel 
Tom Wenzel 
Jerry and Lois Wharton-Putzier 
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California  
Denise Aday 
Jane Armbruster 
Adrianne Aron 
Aida Ashouri 
Diana Baires 
Rebecca Barker 
Rita Barouch 
Tracy Bartlett 
Morgan Bennett 
Mayra Besosa 
Diana Bohn 
Barbara Bondurant 
Lauren Bouyea 
Luz Buitrago 
Cecilia Calva 
Dudley and Candace Campbell 
Duane Campbell 
Sara Campos 
Joy Cash 
Kara Cooperrider 
Gerardo Cornejo 
Sean Corrigan 
Ronit Corry 
Manuel Costa 
Caryn Cowin 
Eugene Coyle 
George Crespin 
Ana Crespin 
Nohemy Crespin 
Daniel Danielson 
Todd Davies 
Theadora Davitt-Cornyn 
Manuel De Paz 
Maria Delaney 
Erika Diaz 
Anne Dolan 
Lucinda Ewing 
Louis Facchino 
Milagros Federico 
Jennifer Ferrigno 
Robert Fettgather 
Edward Fisher 
Sabrina Fitranty 

Stan Fitzgerald 
Juliette Flores 
Virginia Franco 
Lillian Galedo 
George Galvis 
Jeanette Gandionco Lazam 
Amanda Garces 
Arnoldo Garcia 
Catherine Garcia 
Jaime Geaga 
Mark & Susan Glasser 
Jasmine Gonzalez 
Charlotte Gormley 
Bob Gorringe 
Stephen Greenberg 
Estella Habal 
Sharon Halsey-Hoover 
Philomena Hanrahan 
Christian Heinold 
Ana Herrera 
Anne Hoiberg 
Rebecca Holder 
John Hope 
Carol Huntsman 
Christina Imhoof 
Donald Ino 
Paul Isaacs 
Carolyn Jaramillo 
Russell Jauregui 
Nancy Jo 
Susanne Jonas 
Tony Juge, Ph.D. 
Raymond Kenny 
Hamid Khan 
Jeff Kline 
Pete Klosterman 
Karl Koessel 
Patricia Krommer CSJ 
Sophia Lanza-Weil 
Dennis Ledden 
Barbara Lee 
Kevin Lee 
Julie Light 
Christine Lin 
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Christopher Lish 
Regina Longo 
Jimmy Lorencillo 
America Lorencillo 
Miriam Louie 
K Lucas 
Ken Lundgreen 
Anne Mahler 
John Martinez 
A McCannbol McCann 
Shyrl McCormick 
Eileen McDermott 
Rev. Thomas McElligott 
Ann McEntee 
Jesus Mendoza 
Gisela Meyers 
Catherine Minhoto 
Cardie Molina 
Nicole Molina 
Richard Monahan 
Ken Montenegro 
Isidro Morales 
Paul Morse 
Carmen Munoz 
Carlos Munoz, Jr. 
Grace Munoz-Rios 
Robert Murnane 
Carol Ng 
Ai-Khanh Nguyen 
Philip Noel 
Victor R. Ochoa 
Carmen Olivares 
Peter B. Olney 
Gabriel Orea 
Rashid Patch 
Evelia Perez 
Carol Perez 
Andrea Perry 
John Petroni 
Kathleen Pierce 
Mary Leah Plante 
Guillermo Prado 
Fiona Priskich 
James Purcell 

Wilma Rader 
Leslie Radford 
Colin Rajah 
Mark Reback 
Lea Reiter 
Ms. Sarah J. Ringler 
Laura Rivas 
Norrie Robbins 
Sarah Margaret Roberts 
Alan Roselius 
Greg S 
Marta Sanchez Soler 
Adriana Sanchez Pillot 
Erik Schnabel 
Lucy Sells 
Mansi Shah 
Genesis Shin 
Andrea Silva 
Mayra N. Siordia 
Julie Smith 
Casey Smith 
Margaret Smith 
Casey Smith 
Todd Snyder 
Beto Sol Solis 
Jary Stavely 
Maire Sullivan 
Catherine Tactaquin 
Natalia Tocino 
Ruth Valdez 
James E Vann 
Gloria Vasquez 
Ron Vengco 
Hunter Wallof 
Janel Watkins 
Rachel Wolf 
Liana Wong 
Wesley Woo 
Mili Yoon 
Susan Zalon 
Franchezska Zamora 
Pat Zavella 
Dave Zenk 
Jan Zoya 
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Ron Zucker 
  
Colorado  
Matt Bakker 
Bonita Bock 
Rose Brown 
Ashlee Davis 
Jennifer Ladzinski 
Annamaria Laverty 
Harriet Mullaney 
Sherrie Munday 
Michael Neil 
 
Connecticut  
Sheri Bresson 
Zak Eagle 
Julie Niemeyer 
Linda Pepe, CSJ 
John Pritchard 
 
District of Columbia  
Basav Sen 
 
Delaware  
Edith Coleman 
Carol Collins 
Diane Faircloth 
Ellen Zareski 
 
Florida  
Guillermo Cancio 
Richard Coveny 
Zulma Cuden 
Romeo Dela Paz 
Mark Donaldson 
Esther GARVETT 
Raiza Gomez 
Deb Kobres 
Jim Loveland 
Patricia McDonald 
Tirso Moreno 
Lupe Torre 
Pablo Valdivieso 
 

Georgia  
Amy Kara Brown 
Eva Lanaro 
Guadalupe Nandi 
Anne Olson 
Miriam Pintos 
Elizabeth Sully 
Karina Vila 
Leslie Washington 
 
Hawaii  
Dean Alegado 
Christine Ayson 
Krisette Ayson 
Alma Calucag 
James F. Cartwright 
Steve Dinion 
Philip Go 
Sue Haglund 
Judy Leipsic 
Renie Lindley 
Laura Lyons 
Jpohn McCarthy 
Javier Mendez 
Doorae Shin 
Derrick Suyama 
Carolina Torres Valle 
 
Iowa  
Bernardo Alayza Mujica 
Barbara and Jim Dale 
Christine Gaunt 
Sharon Johnson 
Janet May 
Evalee Mickey 
Sandra Sanchez 
Margo Vanderhill 
 
Idaho  
Robin Lorentzen 
 
Illinois  
Rosi Carrasco 
Nancy L Cowger 
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Ira Gerard-Di Benedetto 
Br. Michael Gosch, CSV 
Jeff Hopkins 
Nik Kolev 
Holly Krig 
Yasiu Kruszynski 
Felipe Mena 
Mark E. Miller 
Jorge Mujica 
Antonio Ramirez 
Jan Tervydis 
Wyman Whipple 
John Chris Zepeda 
 
Indiana  
Patty Barga 
Carolyn J. Garcia 
Virginia Haag 
Rose Ann Kaiser 
Rachel McNett 
Careen Miller 
Phoebe Oaks 
Silvia Rojas-Anadon 
 
Kansas  
Ann Catherine Burger 
Shelley Fritz 
Kentucky  
Robert Abrams 
Garrett Adams, MD 
Rick Axtell 
Haydee Canovas 
Brad Castleberry 
Felix Garza 
Patricia Geier 
Rebecca Claire Glasscock 
Milenuia Hernandez 
David Horvath 
Marilyn Kones 
Edgardo Mansilla 
Maria Martinez 
Rachel Mendoza-Newton 
Lorena Miller 
Dallas Miller 

Eric Mount 
Steve Pavey 
Freddy Peralta 
Abbey Poffenberger 
Regina Roebuck 
Ron russell 
Maria Scharfenberger 
Curtis Stauffer 
Eva Stimson 
Angel Suarez Valera 
 
Louisiana  
Phil McKinney 
 
Massachussetts  
Lynn Biddle 
Susan Bouthot 
S Mary Jo Connelly 
Time Dean 
Susan Gillis 
Susan Hegel 
Jeffrey Kessler 
Sue Malone 
Megan Parker-Johnson 
Kaveri Rajaraman 
Charlotte Stanley 
Lozoraitis Susan 
Anne Theriault 
Jane Tremblay 
Gerald Wall 
Sr. Claudia Ward 
John Willshire Carrera 
 
Maryland  
Donald Chery 
Denise Curry 
John Gubbings 
Irwin Hoenig 
Jeff Komisarof 
Bro. John Mahoney 
John McCarthy 
Sara Mosher 
Angad Singh 
John Welton 
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Sarah Winfield 
Mary Wolfe 
 
Maine  
Susan Drucker 
Karen Stickney 
Michigan  
Jean Bails 
Penny Burillo 
Kristen Cheney 
Deborah DeGeorge 
Barbara Garland 
Ken and Geraldine Grunow 
Susan Inman 
Mary Pung 
Laura Sanders 
 
Minnesota  
Eileen Buckley 
Nicholas Eltgroth 
Agnes Foley, CSJ 
Kathleen Ganley 
Benjamin Krohling 
Sharon Ramirez 
M Richardson 
 
Missouri  
Denice Adkins 
Marian Boberschmidt 
Leona Bochantin 
Bob Jordan 
Katie Meyer 
John Moszyk 
Valerie Novak 
 
Mississippi  
Bill Chandler 
 
Montana  
Leda Slattery 
Krystal Weilage 
 
North Carolina  
Elizabeth Evans 

Patricia Griffin 
Bruno Hinojosa 
Sarah Jagdmann 
Zoe Kelly 
Karen H. Loughmiller 
Victoria Lyall 
Ramani Mathew 
James Thomas 
Susan and Larry Yarger 
 
North Dakota  
Maris Korb 
 
New Hampshire  
Marcel Liberge 
 
New Jersey  
James Barrett 
David Bensman 
Leland Burnham 
Robert Chambers 
Nancy Denton 
Emily Heine 
Lenore Isleib 
Kwangsun Jang 
Andrea Kehoe 
Gloria Lieberstein 
Denise Lytle 
Matt May 
Dr.Maria del C. Rodriguez 
Rodolfo Rodriguez, O.D. 
Richard Winfield 
 
New Mexcio  
Mariateresa Tellez 
 
Nevada  
Jerry Curow 
Derek Gendvil 
 
New York  
Fahd Ahmed 
Vincent Cirasole 
Douglas Cooke 
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Johanna Cummings 
Gertrude Danzy 
Elizabeth DeWitt 
Julie Fissinger 
Pat Fry 
Sylvia Gasoi 
Alice Gilabert 
Safia Gravel 
Devin Henry 
Brian Jacobs 
Luann Jacobs 
Thomas Jacobs 
Amanda Jacobs 
Jennifer & Pedro Jacobs Guzman 
Barbara Juszkiewicz 
Grace Kapin 
Pinar Kemerli 
JK Kibler 
Steven Kostis 
Mary Lang 
Les LaRue 
Bea Leising, OSF 
Lynne Levine 
Mini Liu 
Marian Mansius 
Sona Mason 
Jean Naples 
Mark Noferi 
Adam Obernauer 
Nancy Ordover 
Melanie Pasinski 
Renata Pumarol 
Rosario Rangel 
Kathleen B. Ray 
Richard Rheder 
Margaret Schehl 
Jack Schonewolf 
Christine Steigerwald 
Phyllis Tierney 
Margaret Toohill 
Kathie Uhler 
Francis Walsh 
Leonard and Ellen Zablow 
 

Ohio  
Barbara Bonfield 
Elizabeth Cashman 
Barb DeLeone 
Diane Donato 
Esteban Edwards 
Ashley Gonzalez 
Joyce Kahle 
David Kersten 
Gwen Koza 
Carol Leveque 
Regina Meyer 
Kathleen Morris 
Manuel Perez 
Lena Rehberger 
Debbie Watkins 
 
Oregon  
Edwin Barker 
Kelly Campbell 
Blythe Clark-McKitrick 
Angela Fazzari 
Anna Garwood 
Celeste Howard 
Marion Malcolm 
Mary Mendez 
Gloria Montes 
Sarah Morrigan 
Ken Neubeck 
Guadalupe Quinn 
J Roberts 
Natalie Van Leekwijck 
Jane Wilson 
Unnur Bjarnadottir 
Sandy Kavoyianni 
Pagona Nikoloudaki 
Lorenz Steininger 
Patricia Vazquez 
 
Pennsylvania  
Frank Bernt 
Hilary Dick 
Joyce Gabay 
William Gardner 
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Christian Hartleben 
Cecilia Hervas 
Barbara Nilenders 
Anne Palmer 
Anne Salaun 
Linda Theophilus 
 
Puerto Rico  
Jeffrey Glogiewicz 
 
Rhode Island  
Hope Kolly 
Luis Peralta 
 
Tennessee  
Cony Diaz 
Monica Hernandez 
Dianey Lopez 
Trevor Lyons 
Pam McMichael 
Mary Moore 
Elvia Orozco 
Maritza Perez 
Rosa Ponce 
Christian Quiroz 
Lori Weber 
Elandria Williams 
 
Texas  
Pancho Arguelles 
Priscilla Atwood 
David Atwood 
Priscilla Atwood 
Martha Baird 
Dennis Bixler-Marquez 
Ceiba Camp 
Sherry Dana 
Josal Diebold 
Tim Duda 
Kristine Fuller 
Andrew Goldsmith 
Matthew Gossage 
Martina Grifaldo 
Pat Hartwell 

Maria Jimenez 
Jill Johnston 
Beverly Lawson 
Karen Miller 
Rogelio Nunez 
Jason O'Neill 
Theresa Otto 
Andres Pacheco 
Victor Paredes 
Laura Perez-Boston 
Francis Probst 
Bob Rankin 
Nancy Saibara-Naritomi 
Hope Sanford 
Luis Sarellano 
Doris Shields 
Ann Teich 
Michelle Trevino 
Saul Trinidad 
Anne Wallace 
Lynn Walters 
Thomas Windberg 
Sandra Woodall 
 
Utah  
Cigy Cyriac 
 
Virginia  
Elaine Becker 
Loralee Clark 
Elaine Fischer 
HeeSang Kim 
Karen Murphy 
Caroline Stanfill 
John Vymetal-Taylor 
 
Vermont  
Anne Bachmann 
Bunny Daubner 
judith hazelton 
David Kreindler 
Sue and John Morris 
Margaret Russell 
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Washington  
Albert Bechtel 
Peter Bohmer 
Leah Eister-Hargrave 
Nancy Lee Farrell 
Araceli Hernandez 
Brian Huseby 
Jacque Larrainzzar 
Jonathan Moore 
Kirstin Mueller 
Ronald Patnode 
Denee Scribner 
Linda Serafini-Gale 
Annette Seubert 
Nathan Shara 
Fuoad Shashani 
Julene Weaver 
Bob Zeigler 
 
Wisconsin  
Lois Bernbeck 
David Brultz 
Amanda Evens 
Celeste Hadlock 
Lillia Langreck, SSND 
John Limbach 
 
 


