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EPR JDUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE 3

EXECUTIVE SESSIONM

Saturday, January 10, 1976

United States Senate,

Select Committee to Study Governmentaq
Operations with Respect tq
Intelligence Activitinsj
Wauhingtun,-b.c.|

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:50 o'clogk
. : 3

p.m,, at Eglin Air Force Base, Fort Walton, Plorida. %

Present: Prederick Baron, Professional Staff Member.
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T , ! STATEMENT OFP E, HOWARD HUNT ‘
g T ‘
R | ACCOMPANIED BY: RANDALL COLEMAN )
: 2 ] i
: . ;
: E R Mr. Baron. Mr. Hunt, as we were discussing off the record, i
{ H K :
E ) ‘ we have to start with some formalities, namely, advising you ;
¢ - .
A 5  of your rights.
’i\ i As vou surely must know, you have a right to counsel and
2 °
o 5 | you are appearing here with your counsel, Mr. Randall Coleman
] , ‘
S | here.
o |
9 ! Is that correct? -
“ ,
ﬁ Mr. Hunt. That is correct. ] -
g 10 . <
;% 11 Mr. Baron. Are you also aware that you have the right
o
p § 12 at any point to cease answering gquestions and consult with your
Lo} -
[ ]
E g 13 counsel?
: 14 | Mr. Hunt. I am aware of that right.
13
=1
§ 15 Mr. Baron. Are you further aware that you have all of
L)
zg . 16 || Your constitutional rights intact before ths Committee, including
17 | your FPifth Amendment privileges? S
18 Mr. Hunt. Yes, I'm avars of that.
19 Mr. Baren. Pinally, as we ware discussing off the
’ 20 record, we are taking your testimony today in contemplation
2 of having yeu swear to it as soon as possible after we are

22 done. There is no Senator present here today and you are

23 free to stop ansvering questions or to-inform us that you

!
;

24 || a¥e anawering in a manner that you consider to be not under

! oath at any point that you would like to make that clear,

25
| SOR-SECRI

410 Firsl Sireet, 5.€ , Washungion, D.C 20004
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H N
, : L | mut T would like to get your consent now to answer quastions
L % . " in contemplation of swearing to them.
? _ t Mr. Hunt. Yes,
i <
o Mr. Baron. Under the rules of the Committee, you have
’ .
4 5 | the right to make a preliminary statement and you might also
E ;
o 8 | want to make any closing statemant that you have at the end i
™ I
§ " | of our session tomorrow. But I see that you have a prepared
S 8 statement, and why don't you read that into the record?
[%2]
=]
9 Mr. Hunt. I do. Do you want me to read it into the ~
=]
E 10 racord formally or simply pass it over?
3 . . %
9 >
= 11 Mr. Baron. Well, we can submit it as an exhibit. Lét's
L O
= '§ 12 || mark this statemant, which is headed "Statement by E. Howard
- &
L]
é g 13 | Hunt," as Hunt Exhibit 1.
[+}
3] 2
o 14 (The document referred to was
3] -
|-
| § 15 marked as Hunt Exhibit 1
© U
]
& : 16 for identification.)
1
1 17
18
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"and was just signed in my presence.

Mr, Hunt. And you witnessed my signature. I just signed
it pefore you,

Mr. Baron. It's signed E, Howard Hunt, January 10, 197s,

Because the first subject that I would like to inquire into

| is your interview with John Crewdson of the New York Times

relating to Colonel Boris Pash, may I ask you to read into the
record now just as an introduction this paragraph that relates
to that New York Times interview, the paragraph of your -

preliminary statement.

+

%

This is on page 2.

Mr. Hunt. I read from my prepared statement:-on page 2.
It is the first full paragraph on that page.

"In Decembar, 1975, John Crewdson of the New York Timas
interviewsed me in prison. He asked if I knew anything about
'CIA assassination capabilities,' and I related to him my
encounter with Colonal Boris T. Pash. Mr, Crewdson then
inquired whether the Church Committee had interviawed me.
I responded in terms of the foreqoing noting that I would have
testified about the Pash encountar had I bsen given the
publicized opportunity. My interview with Mr, Crewdson was
published and shortly thersafter my attorney was contacted
by a representative of the Committee.":

Mr. Baron, I think the place to start is I'd like to

give you a fairly opsn-ended chance to put on this record the

i
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i
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i
i
|

game story that you gave to John Crewdson and why don't we

first introduce the Crewdson story as Exhibit 2, which is

‘;entitled "Hunt Says CIA Had Assassin Unit," and is dated

pecember 26, 1975.

(The document referred to

was nmarked for identiticatiob

as Hune Exhibit No. 2.)

oot oghed

i
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Mr. Baron. Why don't you give me an account in your
own words now of this allegation that there was a small
unit set up to arrange for the assassination of suspected
double agents at the CIA, which was headed by Boris Pash.

Mr. Hunt. Very well. I will have to go back considerably

' in time to the period in 1954 and early 1955 when I was a

staff officer of the Southeast European Division of the Central
Intelligence Agency. ;

My title was Chief of Political and Psychological Warfare !
for Southeast Europe. As such, I had a staff responsibility
to the Chief of the Division for all politicai and plychglogicai
warfare matters that involved the following countries:
Albania, Rumania, Greece, Yugoslavia, Trieste, and Bulgaria.

I have a rough sketch of the qivision organization at
that time, and I don't know if you want to makas an exhibit of
it, but it's at least somathing that we can refer to for
c;arification purpocses.

Mr. Baron. I think this is helpful and why don't we,
with your permission, introduce as Exhibit 3 and then Exhibit
4 the two charts that you have prepared.

Exhibit 3 would be headed "SE division.”

Mr., Hunt. Table of Organizatioa ia what it is.

(The decument referred to was

marked for identification as

Hunt Exhibhit No. 3)
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Mr. Baron. And Exhibit 4 is headed PR Staff, and »p
stands for --
Mr. Hunt., Political and Psychological.
Mr, Coleman. No objection.
(The document referred to

was marked for 1dentificatiqn

as Hunt Exhibit No. 4)

[T 0y
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Mr. Hunt. I'm sorry I can't be more precise about the
year but it's now about 20 years ago that this all occurred.

1 was of course in daily contact with the chiefs of the various
country branches and it came to my attention that we wera
having considerable difficulty with our Albanian gquard unit,

I believe it was called, which was then located in West
Germany .

This guard unit had been drawn largely from the retainers
of Xing Zog of Albania. We had been the division, thaa Aglncy
in fact had been encountering a lot of difficulty with loging
agents, Albanian agents who were parachuted into the arca%

And ax a result of the rapid disappearance of our’ parachuted
agents, it became a matter of some concern to the Division,

To the best of my recollection, the presence of a double
agent or a penstration agent in thc.hlbaninn guard unit was
suspected, 1if not assumed.

To that end there was some discussion, the details of
which are no lenger clear to me about the best way to cleanse
the unit of whatever offending individual there might be -
the pemetration agent. And I don't recall whather I was
specifically comimissioned to look into the methed ef cleansing
or whether it was a matter of my perscnal iaterast.

But in any event, I inquired around among kmewledgeakle
people in the Agancy and it came to my attemtien, and I hates,

again, to be so indefinite, although I will speeulate on who
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might have directed me to this particular unit,

gsh 9

I was told that somewhere within the overall political

i
2
|

* and psychological staff there was located a man with a small

Privne {Area 202) 544-6000
1

L R T TR

. office. This man's name was Pash, Colonel Boris Pash, and

" (}.
Y

my understanding was that Colonel Pash had been doing business,

10 Mr. Baron. It's a Greek nm“u his correct

first name, but he goes by (il

11

) y
AN ,,
o . § let us say, with the Agency in West Germany for quite a while.
™~
g ” ; I sought cut Colonel Pash. I was directad to his office
- -
3 g | and found sitting with him another Agency officer nucd'.
s P I'm not sure whether it isdsSNMN.. -
A
&
o
Q
~
T rd
Q
O
g
L]

Mr. Hunt. Very good. But in any case, he was known

12

WARD & PAUL

%: 13 | throughout my career nm And I was at that
P 14 || point on, let's say, a search mission to determine whather the
g 15 alleged capability of Colonel Pash in“wt azhirl: which is
iy 16 | hew it was referred to, that is liquidations, would hava any
17 relavance to our particular problem of the Albanian dis-
18 lppo;.nt:unu.
g 19 Mr, Baron. By liquidations, you mean assassinations?
é 20 Mr. Hunt. Xssazsinations. Assassinations, kidsappings,
] g o1 || removals, let's say.
} ; 22 This had been alleged to ln.~ So I spoke to Colonel Pash
é ; gz [ in Hr.” presence. I explained the problem te hinm,
‘ E 24 although at that juncture I'm quite sure that wva had not
‘ ) 25 identified the Albanian suspect. So we were talking hypcthcueﬂn}
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T
. $| And I might say parenthetically at this juncture that it
% ’ efbecame clear many years later that the actual informant was
§ . I: Kim Philby, the British MI-6 Chief who was keeping everyone
‘é ) | apprised of our Albanian activities,.
r‘\'h . i So in fact we had no nominee for Colonel Pash's special
’g 6 : attentions. However, I broached the problem on a hypothetical
;% . | basis to Colonel Pash, who seemed to, he didn't pick up on it i
:g 8 immediately. He seemed a little startled at the subject. He
', g o indicated that it was something that would have to be approvcd"
i:’j, 10 by higher authority and I withdrew and never approached }
5 11 Colonel Pash again. ’
E- 12 Mr. Baron. Where did this take placo_?
g 13 Mr. Hunt, This took place in Colonel Pash's office, which,
g 14 to thf/bcst of my recollection, was in the coaplex in the
§ 15 old JKL saeries of CIA buildings along the reflecting pocl.
:‘ 15 They have since been demolished.
17 And in Exhibit 4 here I give a braakdown, to the best
18 of my recollection, of the PP staff at that tima, vhich we
g Lo || can g0 into. o
‘é‘_ 20 I don't want te really interrupt the continuity of what
g 21 I have to say, but ihut for clarification, se everybady will
; 22 knoew what ve're talking about and whe was situated where at —
i 23 that time. Then I can ge iate that apart frem this, if that's
o 24 all right with yeu,
) 25 I sheuld also say, and I'm sorry I dida't sextien this
e Y
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earlier, that when I first inquired around for the location of
Colonel Pash and his assistant, the reaction I encountered
was a rather jesting one, and the impression I gained was

here were a couple of men who were drawing salaries and doing

. very little.

And so when Colonel Pash seemed reluctant to become
involved in responding affirmatively to my questions, my
inference was that Colonel Pash and Q¥ could well not
have such a capability but for purposes of employment and
status, this was the job they had. But they didn't want

anyone to call upon them to activate their particular -
abilities.

Now that was my impression, and I was a little disgusted f
by it. I think I talked to the Chief of the PP staff later,
who was of course wall aware of the Albanian problem and I
said I didn't get any satisfaction from Pash, but it doasn't
realiy make any difference because we don’'t have the name
o: the suspected individual.

Mr. Baron., Just to stop here for a second and clear up
some of these details, were you under the impression that what
you called waﬁ affzirs, assassinations, kidnappings, or other
remcvals from the scena of troublesome individuals was the
primary function of this unit that Pash and (D veze
running?

;

Mr. Hant, Yes., In fact the only. "As far as I knew, they

!
'
i
|
|
1
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had no other function., 1If they had another function, I was

never made aware of what it was.

Do you know anything about Colonel Pash's background?

Mr. Baron. I know a bit, but if you think that there are
. relevant details to put on the background, go ahead.
Mr. Hunt. Well, I had not thought of Colonel Pash for
| Years until I began reading a book called "Lawrence and Oppen-~
heimer," and I saw quite a few references to Colonel Pash, I
; had known previously that he had been associated during the

| war with the Manhattan Project and that he had a security

|
‘ background. And as I believe I touched on briefly bcfof;, it
; Qas my impression that Pash had been active a cohplo of years
§ at least before I knew him in West Germany with the sort of

! thing that we had bean discussing so far today.

Mr. Baron., What kinds of stories had you heard ahout
Pash's previous activities?

Mr. Hunt. Kidnappings mostly.

Mr., Baron. And where were thosae?

Mr. Bunt, West Germany and West Berlin.

Mr. Baren, Do you know the names of any of the victims
of the kidnappinq or any of the people involved other than
Pash and ~

Mr. Hunt. I do not.

Mr. Baron. And are you aware from whatever source of

any assassination planning or attempts that Pash was involved
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in?
Mr., Hunt. I am not.
Mr. Baron. Doces your answer include not only the period

of time before you talked with Colonel Pash but after you

' talked with Colonel Pash?

Mr. Hunt. Yes, sir.

I might add that I was rather briefly at CIA headquarters
at that time and within a very short period of time after I
had had my interview with Colonel Pash, I was txansferrnd‘tc the
Guatemala project, the overthrow of Guatemala. : f

5

Mr, Baron. Is that the reason why you did not follow up

.on the problem with this particular suspected double agent

after not receiving satisfaction from Colonel Pash?

Mr. BEunt. That cerctainly could have been one reason.
On the other hand, I was chief of, I can see I'm really going “%
to have to get into a lot more here. This is going to be ‘

dry and dull stuff for you.

e —

e ]
M

who was very upset about the disappcarancc and loss of all
of his partisans in tha operationa thnt the Agancy was conductinb

- the the counter-

intelligence or espionage aspect, which {s not my function, but
i
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m‘”fhy were they being parachuted to their

‘ deaths in Albania? And that was my introduction to the whole __

scene in West Germany, where the balance of his retainers were
being held by the CIA. Well, not being held, but where they
were being housed and trained for Albanian operations.

Mr. Baron. Can you axplain the term "retainer"?

Mr. Hunt. Well, I understood that when hae finullyzéct
out of Albania, that he brought with him what I can b.lé
describe as retainers. That is bodyguards, members of his
personal staff, pfobably some relatives., I think he had
four or five sisters with him. But the able-bodied portion
of those loyalists who came out with him we had largely taken
,‘ And then ha never saw them again. He naturally .

became apprshansive,

So that was my interest in what was happening to the

Albanians that we parachuted in- I had no

functional coun.tnr-upionlqc interest in the affair. This
would have been handled and this was handled by the Chief
of Counter-espionage \for the Division.'

Mr. Baren., Who would that have baen at the time?

Mr. Hunt, I can't remember at this point.
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g |
§ 1 ! Mr. Baron. But that would be the person primarily
§ 2 E responsible for taking care of this double agent problem?
g z ' Mr. Hunt. That's correct.
. ) 2 Mr. Baron. Are you aware of what happened with that

4

. suspected double agent?

|

,g' 6 4 Mr. Hunt. I have no idea because, as I may have indicated
x%, n | previously off the record, it became apparent some years latefi_
zg 8 f that the unfortunate fate of our Albanian agents was linked
! é 9 ! far more closaly to the revelations of Kim Philby, the
g 10 Soviet agent who was in direct liaison with us in-Walhiﬁéton
'g : 11 and in Great Britain, rather than any penetration, lltho;gh
E § 12 the possibility of a ﬁenetration was of cou:gc aiwayt therae.
g é 13 | But I don't think that anybody was ever focus;d.
g ’ 14} Again, I left for Latia American affairs. I left the
% 15 Division about.thit time and I really never heard about 1t
= 16 | again. ”th- Albanian chief, departed for
17 Southeast Asia, and the whole sort of complex of knowledgeable
18 people was broken up through normal transfers and special
- 19 activities like the Guatemala project.

20 Mr . Barom. ,Wn-knowlednbh about your

approach to Colonel Pash?

410 Fust Streat, S.E., Washungton, D C. 20003

21

a5 Mr. Hunt. Very likely he was, ves. I don't think I

oz || Would have discussed anything with Colonel Pash about the

4 matter without talking to-about it.

o5 Mr. Baron. Who alse would have known that you approached

S Y
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Colonel Pash with the idea in mind of seeing if an assassination

or a kidnapping couldn't be arranged?

Phone {(Area 202) 544 6000
(€]}

Mr. Hunt. The then Chief of FPoreign Intelligence and

*>

' Counter-Intelligence for the Division. And I think now that that
5 ! was -J: think he wore both

6 % hats. He had both foreign intalligence responsibility and

7 l the counter-intelligence responsibility. And I might have told
8 | the division chief about it, although it was not, it had not

9 ‘achieved such stature at that point that I would have
10 | necessarily talked to the Division Chief, who I balieve at
11|l that time was John Richardson of later Vietnam fame. '

12 It's also possible that the Division Chief in that era

13

WARD & FAUL

was John Baker, now deceased, who left that division to i
14 | become Chief of the PP staff, and that would have been a

15 | normal follow through for me if I had discussed it with John

Reference copy, JFK Collection: HSCA (RG 233) !(; -
” ]

16 | Baker, my direct Chief, and then to have discussed it with

17 | him when he was my staff chief in the overall political and

18 | psycholegical staff,

19 My, Baron. Anyone else who would have known about your
20 || approach te Colonel Pash or about -~

21 Mr. Hunt. Or his function.

22 Mr. Baron. Yas, that Colonel Pash was considered to have
23 | assassinations as one of his functions.

24 Mr. Hunt. We had a Colonel Buffington who at that time

410 Furst Streat, S.£., Wastungton, 0.C. 20003

25 ! was a member of the PP staff, the overall PP staff, and I think
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that he would hav e been knowledgeable about it.

Mr. Baron. Wasg that Milton Buffington?

Mr., Hunt. Yes. I thirk he later went on and had a career
in the Office of Securitv. Milton Buffington, ves.

Mr. Baron. Anyone else?

Mr. Hunt. Yes, I have the names of three men who unfor-
tunatély are dead. I could give those names, though. Mr. C,
Tracy Barnes, Mr. John Baker, who I've already mentioned, and

-rhese men were all at one time or another

chiefs of the Agency's PP staff.

1

Vet

Another man now living to the best of my knowledge who
might well have had knowledge of Pash's function was the

then~chief of the Economic Warfare staff of the PP staff and h

*l
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name was Gatas Lloyd. He later became the Deputy Director for

Support of the Agency.

Psychological Warfare Branch of the PP staff, I believe at
that time there was an International Organizations Branch

which later became the International Organizations Division,

. then headed by Cord Myer, Jr., and his Deputy at that time was

Tom Braden, the now-columnist whose wife has just ascended to
the Executive Office Building. Thare were members of the
Labor Branch, and I'm try}ng to think of that branch of office
that was down the hall. )

| There was a labor branch. The people in tﬁere might know.
There was a lady lawyer named Carol somebody who was very
knowledgeable about what was going on in that area.

Mr. Baron. Knowledeable about Pash's activities?

Mr. Hunt. Well, in the sense that when you have an
adjoining office, you usually pretty much know what the other
fellow is deing. Just in that sense, because her function
in the laber branch had nothing to do with Pash, to my
knowledge.

What I'm ;:yinq to do hare is to give you sort of a
congeries of people alive and dead who would have had contact
knowledge, at the very least, of what"Palh': function was.

Mr, Baron, Were each of thesea units referred to as

PB with a number following it?
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Mr. Hunt.

Mr. Baron.

ORI 18

PB?

In other words, what they called Planning

Branch or Program Branch?

Mr. Hunt.

I think that was an earlier designation. I

' don't really think -~ of course I was out of the staff, I

started in Frank Wisner's organization.

Mr. Baron.

Mr. Hunt.

OPC?

OPC. And then wen. into functional activities

rather than staff activities. I think that in the very -

early days it was like PB-1l, or PB/. But I think that in the

era we are now discussing, which is five or six years a!l.r

I had joined the Agency, that by that time they had a verbal

designator rather than numerical and digraphed designators.

Mr. Baron.

Mr. Hunt,

Mr. Baron.

At what point did you join the Agency?
In the fall of '49,

Can you describe tha place on a larger

organization chart of the Agency on this PP staff?

Mr. Hunt.

Mr. Barom.

Yas, I can. Do you have such a chart?

I don't have a chart, but what I want to know

is who would the chief of the staff be responsible to?

Mr. Hunt,

The Chief of tha PP staff -~ why don't I

just draw this up for you and then wa can discuss it for a

minute?
(Pause)

Mr,. Hunt.

.

In that ara following the merger of the Special
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1 I Operations and OPC, the staff structure emerged as follows:
i Reporting to the Deputy Director for Plans, i.e. Frank

5 | Wisner, whose Chief of Operations then was Richard Helms, this

hune (Area 202) 544 6000

is the Clandestine Services Organization. There was .our

4

support staff, the PP staff, the Foreign Intelligence staff,

E 5.

.g" 6 } the Counter-Intelligence, Counter-Espionage staff, and of

% 7 | course the famous staff "D,

g 8 ; Also reporting to the Deputy Director for Plans were all

g  of the geographical divisions, such as Western Europe, Southeast

10 | Europe, Asia, Near East, and so forth..

Gnad

11 Mr,., Baron. Now at this point Frank Wisner was DDP;

12 Richard Helms was his deputy.

Mr. Hunt. Richard Helms was his Chief of Operations.

WARD & FAUL
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13
l4i Mr. Baron. All right. The Chief of the PP staff was --
15 | Mr. Hunt. Either Tracy Barnes or John Baker or‘
16
17 Mr. Baron. And you were located on the South European --
18 Mr. Hunt. Southern Europe Division.
- 8 15 Mr. Baron. Who headed that division at that point?

é 20 Mr. Bunt. Either John Baker or John Richardson.

g 21 So as you.lco, I had a line responsibility to the Chief

; 22 of the Soutﬂcaat Europe Division, as indicated in Exhibit 3.

g 23 At the same time I had a functional r;sponsibility to the

g 24 Chief of the PP staff, who was Mr. Barnes or Mr. Baker or

: .. -Ju:t as the Chief of PI fof tha Southeast Europe

PRI
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pivision had a functional responsibility to the Chief of the

PI staff,

Mr, Baron. And Coleonel Pash would have been directly

e P B s i, s ooty St & VP

responsible to the Chiefhbf the PP staff.

J——

Mr., Hunt. That is correct.

Mr. Baron. Now again, Your attaching the names that
you did to this chart, is based on your sense of where things
stood in 1954 and 'S5,

Mr., Hunt. Yes.

Mr. Coleman. Lat me interrupt. I.think you may wast to
mark that, It has not been marked as an exhibit. :

Mr. Baron., Sure. Let's mark as Exhibit 5 éhc rough

sketch of an organization chart under the DD/P that we have

just been_dinculsing.

(The document referred to was

marked for identification as

Hunt Exhibi¢ No, 5)
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§ 1 i Mr., Hunt. Does this satisfy your request?
f s ! Mr. Baron. It does, indeed.
B é . ? Of all of the individuals that you have just mentioned,
f . .which ones do you know to your own certainty were clearly
;“-"‘* 5 _knowledgeable of Boris Pash's activities?
5 6 . Mr. Hunt SYNJNNIPONEY vould be the first one, and
E:i ” i after that I can only speculate. I would have to assume that
g 6 ”cquired knowledge of it, but perhaps he acquired
; 9 ‘{ knowledge through me. I'm not sure., I have made a list éf
g 10 l other people whom I have not mentioned who conceivably, by .
.é | 11 i virtue of personal contact or functional tuponsibility,: might ;
Ef_-f} g 12 E well have been aware of Pash's true functional r;lponsibility
g é 13 i within the Agency.
§ : L4 ? Mr. Baron. Before I ask you to tick off that list, let's
g s |make it clear that all of the names, in addition to (i
-4
o 16 l' are names that you have given as pecple who are :
17 | likely to have been knowledgeable of Pash's activities because :
L8 of their place in the organization structure at that time, b
. é 19 Mr. Hunt. That's correct, or as I have indicated in some .
é 20 cases, as with the PP labor branch by virtue of physical
f‘ 21 ;proximity to that office. ‘
; 22 | My, Baron. Okay. Why don't you now just run very briefly ;
g 23 through the names of other people who 1;0\: think could conccivably}
é !
; 24 Ihava been knowledgeable of Pash's function? i
: 25 Mr. Hunt, In some cases I'm going to have to give you thei:{l
| L '
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title designation rather than the name of the individual because

so much time has passed, I have simply forgotten who it was

in that particular era.

oSS -ho at that time was a member of the German

branch of the Western Europe Division, he has since retired

and is running his familg}'s-usiness in New York. Certainly

the then Chief uf Western Europe Division, of which Germany

1 was a functional part and the Chief of Operations of Western

v

Europe should know.

I would think that Jim Angleton, who would have had
direct knowledge and always was the Chief of the CI/CE ;tatf.
'I;he Chief of base in - if in fact Pash conducted any
activities in that area, certainly the Chief of base in

_would have been knowledgeabla about it.

Also, the Chief of base at ﬁhich was where we

had the-pcratiun going on. I don't know whether
Bill Harvy, that is wWilliam Harvy at that time was Chief of

Opcrntion.‘r whether he was simply running the
tunnel, but Harvy might wall have some knowledge of Pash.

I wouid certainly assume that when we'ra talking about
liquidations lr‘ui that sort of thing that the Agency's overall
Office of Security somewhere within it must have been involved, !
such German Division personnel as mi.gl;;t be available today, E
West German, and I would also suggest that General Cushman might

(
‘

be knowledgeable for this reascn, ) |
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It was about that time that General Cushman was still
assigned to the CIA. I could be wrong about that but I seem
to have a memory of Cushman being around in those days. He
was then a Colonel, I had associated with him. 1In fact, we
had shared an office at one time, but that was several years
earlier. I would place it about early 1949, But I'm quite
gure that Cushman was around in that period of time and
involved with the PP staff, though what his function was I
don't know. b

Now there are alive two close friends of mine who wpre
then members of the PP staftmnd—
These are men who in effect established the PP staff fof
Frank Wisner and then left to go on to other things. They
are both well known writers.

Mr. Baron. Let me just return to one name that you
mentioned and that is William Harvey.

Did you -~ first, generally, what was the nature of your
operational relationships to William Harvey after this period?

pid you have any?

Mr. Hunt. I never had any, no. In fact, I've only seen
him once in my ‘lifq, to the best of my reacollection.

Mr, Baron., As you may know, William Harvey was tasked
in 1961 with setting up an executive action Gapability at
the CIA, tasked originally by Richard Bissell to carry out

assassinations if required.

RN T
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Do you have any knowledge from any source of any connection

between wnat Harvey was doing in the early '60s in relation

Phace (Alea 202) 944 6000

O | to assassination attempts or executive action capabilities

* . and what General Pash was doing in the 'S0s, according to your

>

-~ i
Bﬁ‘~‘ 5 'istory?
6 Mr. Hunt. No, I can't draw any relationship, really,
7 ; although, if I can strain your patience a little, I would like
6 |

to go, to just simply refer to an incident that I recordad in
9 'my book, "Give Us This Day,"” which had to do with tha Bay of
10 [[pigs, in which following my survay trip’to Havana in llt; '59

1l | or early '60, I had made a number of recommendations for

12 |pissell and Barnes and the top one was that consideration be

WARD & FAUL

13 lgiven to having Castro assassinated and I appended the remark
14 || that this was a job for Cuban patriots.

15 I would lika to dilate a hit on that because it never

Reference copy, JFK Collection: HSCA (RG 233)

16 |occurred to me that the Agency did not have an assassination

17 |capability. This perhaps was as a rasult of my earlier contact

18 |(with Colonal Pash or what I hsard about him, and that is another

19 |reason why I indicated in my written report that this was a
20 |[job for Cuban pgtriotl.

21 In other words, I was making a clear distinction. I was
22 (saying to Mr. Bisssll, I don't feel th%a is something that

23 llone of ocur people ought to do because there are plenty of people

410 Fust Streat, 5.E., Washunglon, D.C. 20003

24 0 are available on the ocutsidae.

25 And then if I can just go on a bit to what happened with that

RO
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1 || I asked Mr, Bissell at a later time if any action was being

maone {Area 202) 544 6000

2 i taken on my recommendation, and particularly on my first
5 | recommendation.
4 Mr. Baron. The assassination recommendation?
“Jﬁ 5 % Mr. Hunt. The assassination recommendation, yes. And he
ﬁ; . 6 % told me, he said, well, that's in the hands either of a group
;g 7 ; or the g;oup. And at this distance in time I simply can't
.g, 8 || tell what it was he said,
jg 9 But my understanding was at that point contemporanecusly
g 10 || that the matter was being looked intec and taken care of ;nd
.é 11 || indeed, following some of the testimony that I've since ;ead
'; . § 12 || as a result of the Church Committee hearings, it's my
; | é 13 ;| understanding that the matter was in hand long before I made :
§ ’ 14 || my survey trip to Havana.
§ 15 Mr. Baron. I glanced at your book briefly, and I saw
E : 16 || that passage and I recall that it says that the response you :
17 || received was that it was in the hands of a special group. :
18 Ia that your recollection?
g 19 Mr. Hunt. I'm glad to have you refresh that. You're
Nbé 20 || quite right. Of course that brings me to the problem now
§ -
g 21 | of knowing whether Bissall meant the spcézal gr;upe
; 22 Mr., Baron, Which would be a sub-unit of the National !
§ o3 || Security Council. ’ !
g 24 Mr, Hunt. Yes, ‘
) 25 Mr, Baron. Did you at the time know whether that was what i_
. |
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he was referring to?

Mr. Hunt. No, I did not. But obviously, my memory of
events was a lot better in say 1967 than it is now in 1976.

Mr. Baron. Was there anything that you learned after that
interchange that led you to believe that he was referring to
the Special Group of the NSC?

Mr. Hunt. No, sir.

Mr. Baron. Did you ever learn any more about the group

-

| that he was referring to that had assassinations in hand?

Mr. Hunt. Not specifically. I was made awaras of dﬂring
my numerous trips back to Washington from the Miami area where
I was based during the Cuba operation, that atte;pta were going
ahe;d, were moving forward to kill off Castro.

I was told, for example, about the box of poison cigars,

I knew about that. I heard collaterally, I think, from someonei

in the paramilitary side that a bazooka had been furnished
to some Cuban patriotic team as wall as teleacopic rifles. é
But this was net my bag. I had no functional responsibility x
for it. Everything was handled on a need to know basis and
I never inquired further into those matters.

Mr, Baron. What names did you know as being associated
with the bazooka incident?

In other words, who wers the CIA personnel and who were
the Cubans involved?

Mr. Hunt. I have no idea. I would hazard one guess --
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Rip Robertson, who I believe is dead. It was sort of his type
of thing,

Mr. Baron. But that's strictly a guess?

Mr. Hunt. That's a guess, ves,

My, Baron., On the telescopic rifles, do you know who
was supplying them on the CIA side and who was receiving them

on the Cuban side?

Mr., Hunt. I don't know and I ought to say parenthetically
that I was not aware that Bill Harvey at that juncture ha;
anything to do with the Cuban operations. I don't think?itwas
til after the failure of the Bay of Pigs that he surfaced as
the Chief of sort of the pick-up unit that I bec;me aware that
he had any Cuban involvement at all,

Mr. Baron. So you were never aware of a plot to use
poison pills against Castro?

Mr. Hunt. No.

Mr. Baron. On the poison cigar scheme, do you know
anyone who was involved with that?

Mr. Hunt., I don't know anyonea., I think that Gerard
Droller told me about it during one of my trips to Washington.

Mr, Baron. Where was he at the time?

Mr. Hunt. He was my back-up man in Washington. He was
the Chief of Political Action for the Cuba project.

Mr. Barcn., Ware there any other specific assassination

plans that you were knowledgeable of?
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Mr, Hunt. With regard to Castro?

Mr. Baron. With regard to Castro.

Mr. Hunt. No. Well, I'll answer your guestion no. I
will then go on to say that in the exile milieu in which I

was living in Miami for those many months, and also travelling
as frequently as I had to into Mexico and Guatemala, that

you could hardly draw a breath or smoke a cigarette without
hearing about some project. And people would come up to you

-

and say, so and so will do the job if he can just get the
necessary -- f

But this sort of thing I kept far, far away from because
our political action activities at that time were so urgent
that we needed unification rather than anything that might
possibly split the Ravolutionary Democratic Front, that I
did not want to involve myself or any of my Cuban proteges
in anything like that. ‘

What they did on their own outside office houra I felt
was up to them, But I never encouraged anyone to do it because
as I say, Bissell had assured mea that the mattsr that I had
recommanded wal.in the hands of a special group or the special
group.

So I thought no morae about it.

Mr, Baron, Did you ever plan or mount any action toward

assassinating Castro?

Mr. Hunt., No, I did not. That was not a functicnal



gsh 29

L

",

Reference copy, JFK Collection: "HSCA (RG 233)

WARD & PAUL

410 Figst Sireet, 5.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

Phone {Area 202) 544 6000

. REPR JDUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
| ToR=prenes 29

10

11

12

13

14

18

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

responsibility of mine. I had a political action responsibility.
Anything in that line would have been under the para-military
group, Colonel Hawkins and those people.

Mr, Baron., While we are out on this limb away from the
details of the Pash story, let's follow up for a minute,

Were you knowledgeable about any assassination planning
or the mounting of any assassination operation against other
foreign leaders than Castro?

Mr. Hunt. No, I was not.

Mr. Baron. And were you aware of any ausassinntion%planninq
or assassination action against any domestic political :
leaders? .

Mr. Hunt. No.

Mr. Baron. And were you awgfe of any planning or action
toward the targeted killing of any other specific individuals
by the CIA?

Mr. Hunt. Lat me just take a moment to raflect on that.
Now let'm see, who have you covered so far in your hearings?
You had Lumumba and Castro and Trujillo, Well, I knaew that
was going on. ?hat was an ongoing thing for a long, long
time,

Mr. Baron. You're referring to Trujillo?

Mr. Hunt. Trujillo, yes, because of my intimacy with

Latin American affairs,.

Mr. Baron. Were you knowledeable of the plots to kill
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i have

him and of course was overthrown. But no,

covert actions to overthrow a government but rather targeted --

TSNS 30

Lumumba?

Mr, Hunt. No, I was not.

Mr. Baron. Let me just give you a list of names that
been suggested from time to time -- Ho Chi Minh.

Mr. Hunt. No. -

Mr., Baron. Chou En Lai.

Mr. Hunt. No.

Mr. Baron. Chaing Kai Shek.

Mr. Hunt. No.

Mr. Baron. Nasser,

Cae L

Mr. H‘mt- NO. [
Mr. Baron., You weren't aware of --

Mr. Hunt. I hesitatsd because of Maguib, who praceded

Mr. Baron. Here again, I'm not asking about general

Mr, Hunt. Targeted assassinations, yes.
Mr. Baron., Plans or attempts,

What about DeGaulle?

Mr., Hunt. Ne. 1
Mr, Barcn.. Duvalier.
Mr., Hunt. No.

Mr. Baron. Salvadore Allende.
Mr. Hunt., No,

!
. |
Mr. Baren. Aside from this list we have just gone thxough,'(
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E are you knowledgeable of any CIA assassination planning or
|

1 activities against any foreign or domestic leaders?

Mr. Hunt. I am not.

4r., Baron. Now when you stopped to reflect, I had asked

o
'

a question that did not involve leaders but involved any

planning or action against lower ranking individuals or

conceivably individuals who were not even in a government but

targeted killing as opposed to general covert actions,

Were you aware of any such things?

Mr., Hunt. No, I was not. : : 1
b

Mr, Baron. And this would include any knowledge that

you might have of actions or plans to eliminate double agents

| or suspected double agents?

Mr. Hunt., Yes,

Mr, Baron. And I realize I am being painfully meticulous
here.

. Mr. Hunt. Oh, that's all right. I want you to be., I

want you to be painstaking about these things.
Mr., Baron. So aside from the incidents that you had

specifically mentioned already where you had knowledge of

of CIA assassination planning or activity.

Mr., Hunt, That is correct. Well, a:lal:ina?ion, that

brings us into =-- can we go off the record for a moment?

(Discussion off the record)

some assassination plan or activity, you have no other knowledge
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Mr. Baron, While we were off the record, we agreed to

hold discussion on the allegation of some action against

Jack Anderson, because as you have indicated to me, and correct

me if I am wrong, it did not involve in your mind assassination.
Mr. Hunt., That is correct.
Mr. Baron. But you did raise with me off the record
a question in your aown mind about the nature of Dr. Gunn's
activities.

Can you just describe whatever you know about anf rela-

tion between Dr. Gunn's activities and assassination planning

or attempts? '

| Mr. Hunt, Well, we are talking for the recérd about Dr. i
Edward Gunn, I believe his name is., He was known in the
Agency as Dr, Manny Gunn. He became known to me as sort of
the unorthodox, or as an unorthodox practitioner of medicine
in the sense that if you needed something, some recherche
maedical information, you went to Manny Gunn and he provided
it,

It develops now that in recent months they say that he
knev a good deal more about poisons than I believed him to
know. It saem; to me when I was talking with Dr., Gunn during
my late Agency years, and then again when I interviewed him
on ;nother matter, that he had a very ;ubltlntill knowledge of

the unorthodox application of medical science to Agency

problems, that particular rubrie, and I think I should stop -
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} because we're going to slop over into this other matter that
I

Mr. Liebengood wants to talk about tomorrow.

l Mr. Baron, Well, why don't we hold off then, except
. that for this one question, which is are you aware of any
%involvement that Dr. Gunn had in assassination planning?

Mr, Hunt. Yo, I'm not because I'm just not familiar

{with assassination planning. And specifically, for that

! reason, I'm not aware of any involvement that Dr. Gunn might

have had.

Mr. Baron. Let's return now to the point of degart@re,
which was your conversation with Colonel Pash and the ev;hts
that led up to it.

Who were your supervisors that gave vou the impression
that Colonel Pash was prepared to carry out assassinations?

Mr. Hunt. I wish I could give you a distinct name. I
think I covered that in an impressionistic way by saying that

Tracy Barnes and John Baker, who were at diffarent times

was probably the one who indicated that Pash had such a

capability.

I know that I did not get it from-nd I'm

quite sure that my information did not come from within the

Southeast Eurcope Division. It muat have come accordingly

and I would have to say Tracy Barnes or John Baker are the

sequentially chiefs of the PP staff, it seems to me that Barnes

from the Political and Psychological staff, the contacts there,
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most likely,

Mr. Baron. And neither of those two men are alive today?

Mr, Hunt., That's right.

Mr. Baron. Did whoever gave you the information about
Boris Pash indicate to you that there were any other units
in the CIA that could take care of such problems by means of
assassination?

Mr. Hunt, No. My distinct impression and recollecticn is
the function, if indeed it existed, and I believed it the;
to have existed as I do today, was centralized or focusca in

Colonel Pash andm

Mr. Baron. Now what would have been the fc;mal title
of the unit. that Colonel Pash and*were running?

Mr. Hunt. If it had one, I never knew it,

Mr. Baron. Can you add any other detail to the record
on your talk with Colconel Pash and his reaction to your
request that he consider on a general level the planning of
an assassination of a suspected double agent?

Mr., Hunt., Well, as I recall it, my conversation with him
was a relatively brief one. I stepped in the door, met hinm,
saw ~ who I knew briefly, or at least knew him
by sight, and I sat down and I said, we have this problem in
the Albanian branch. We may need somebedy liquidated in
Western Germany. Can you handle it if that day comes, or 1!

it comes to that?
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And he seemed a little startled, I have already indicated
that. What I'm trying to do now is to refine my thoughts more
than I did previously when we were taking sort of a wide
swipe at the canvas,

Colonel Pash indicated or said to me that it was a matter
that would have to be approved by higher authority and as
a relatively low ranking officer in those days, I thought he
was probably referring to Frank Wisner. And indeed, he may
have. It never got pushed up to Frank Wisner's level because
there no direct approach or a request for such appro?al
was ever made, ﬂ

I left with the impression that Colonel Pasﬁ was glad

that he wasn't going to have any business for me or that he

had successfully deflected whatever approach I might be making

to him because it would give him and~an i

]

opportunity to drink more coffee and to draw their salaries
from the Agency while affecting to de a job that they were i:
parhaps not equipped to do.

Now again, that impression I had when I left him was at
variance with what I had heard bhafore I came in, where I heard |
he and‘ c;r he at least had been active in West Germany
in wet affairs, particularly kidnappings and that sort of i
thing. ’ ;
Mr. Baron. And you carried into his office the impression .

|

that Colonel Pash was a man who could carry off an assassination|
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mission if it were required.
Mr. Hunt. If not perscnally, certainly he could arrange

to have it done. That was my distinct impression.

Otherwise, I would not have sought him ocut,

-i Mr. Baron. When you were describing this conversation

6 ; earlier, you said it was on a2 hypothetical basis,

7 : . Is it correct that given the description that you have

8 | just enunciated, that you meant by hypothetical basis the

9 fact that you did not yet have the name of the person you‘

10 | were after? : <

11 Mr. Hunt. That's right. :

12 Mr, Baron. But aside from the name of the éarqet, it

13 || was a fairly specific request. He knew what you were asking
14 || and he knew that there was a real operational problem as

15! opposed to a hypothetical operational problem.

16 Mr. Huit. That's correct. I can't swear, unfortunately,
17 || that I referred to the Albanian problem,

18 Mr. Baron. But you beliave you did rafer to --

19 My. Hunt. He knew, of course, that I came from the

20 Southeapt Europe Division, so it could have beem any one of
21 || @ number of cou£triel there.

22 Obviously, we would not have asked him to go into Albania
23 | to do the job. It had to be somebody ;ho was cutaide of the
24 || Iron Curtain countries, presumably, in West Garmany where we
25 || had a great many interests in that er=.
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Mr. Baren. And it's your best recollection that you did
say to him that we might need to liquidate someone in West
Germany?

Mr. Hunt. That's right, or do you have such a capability?
If we have to get to the point of liquidating a body, a target
in Europe or West Germany, which I probably said because I
had been informed that he was familiar with that scene and
had been active there, is this something that you can undertake?

Mr. Baron. Did he talk at all with you about the
operational problems that might be involved in planning sguch
a mission? :

Mr. Hunt., He did not.

Mr. Baron., He simply reacted in a somewhat surprised
way and did not encourage much discussion of the subject.

Mr. Hunt.' He did not and said, that's something that
has to be cleared by higher authority.

Now his saying that to me was of course bureaucratically
quite appropriate. There was nothing inappropriate in such
a response., It neither indicated an enthusiasm for the
proposal for that line of work, nor was it a washing of his
hands.

I felt that he was just glad that he had to reach for
higher authority, that it was a deflacﬁion and that he would
just as soon not hear any more about it, not because of any

moral consideration or anything, but simply from a hursaucratic

T D0OREL.
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point of view, He was comfortable where he was and don't
bother me.

Mr. Baron. So the gloss that you put on the event at the

time was that he would rather not be bothered to have to go

to work and get a difficult mission done as opposed to his
having grave doubts about whether assassination was a proper
mission for him.

Mr. Hunt. Precisely. And he made it very clear that if
anybody was going to get approval for such a thing, it would
have to be the people -~ that is my division -- that he vas
not going to go forward. That wasn't his job, but the p;OPIe
proposing such a mission, the division, would have to go and
get the necessary approvals, whersupon cnce that bureaucratic
sequence had been accomplished, then that would be up to him
to handle.

Mr. Baron, Was it your impression whan you left that
conversation that it was indeed a function of Colonel Pash's
to carry out assassinations like this?

Mr, Hunt, Yes,

Mr, Baron. Was there any follow-up?

Mr. Hunt, "Albait reluctantly, because my impresaion was
that he was a man who really didn't want to be disturbed. He
was comfortable where he was,

Mr. Baron, Was there any follow-up that you were aware

of to this request?
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Mr. Hunt. No,
Mr., Baron. Did you ever discuss this matter with anyone

| other than Colonel Pash?

Mr., Hunt. In that context?

Mr. Baron. In the context of assassinations or kidnapping.
i Mr. Hunt. Well, I wasn't involved in plotting or planning
'any kidnappings. Again, I would suggest that I might very
well have gone back to—who was the most interested
individual, because he was responsible at the branch level
“s an operational tool, whereas, I had an oyerall
political responsibility" And I have dcncribcd

the background of that, the rubric under which I becanme

interested in the Aibanian problem in the first place, and

then having talked to Pash, it would@ have been only natural
for me to have said to- lock, I've talked with Pash
and he says it will have to be approved by higher authority.
Now have you gotten, we don't have a body yet, but when you

get a name to put on the target, at that point you will hava to

carry the ball and take it on up the line.
Mr., Baron. And you never heard anything further about 1t?
Mr. Hunt, .No, probably because I went within, .I think,

a comparatively few weeks off to the Guatemala operation.

Mr. Baron. Did anyone ever mantion it to you, say did

” ever mention it to you again?
Mr. Hunt., No. I next saw”in Taipei in
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l it would bhe about '57 or '58, and I had dinner in his home in

! Taipel, and I'm quite sure I said at that time, whatever

: happened to Boris Pash, or what do you hear from Borisg?

I Now he was a rather unusual individual to say the least,
iand I don't think‘ told me that he was dead. I don't

| know who told me that Boris, that Pash died, but whatever
é'he said, it was, well, he was okay the last time I saw him

‘ and that was the last time we ever discussed it.

Mr, Baron. And you didn't discuss this request?

b

Mr. Hunt. No. ' .

Mr. Baron, Where did you receive the impreasion that
Colonel Pash was dead?

Mr, Hunt. I gquess when, either from reading the Lawrence
and Oppenheimer book or £~ a the newspapers, from the Crewdson
story. I ?on’t think at the first level when I began recalling
the story, I don't think I was aware that Boris Pash was

dead.

Mr. Baron, In the Crewdsanastory there is an allusion
to the fact that Colonel Pash is probably dead.

Are you saying that that came from Creawdso:'a research
and not from yoﬁ:sclf?

Mr. Hunt. Oh, yes, that came from Crewdson's research, no;r
m

Mr, Baron. This is more than a minor note on the record,

Colonel Bash iz not dead.

Mr. Hunt. Oh, good, I thought he was dead.

m )
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Mr. Baron. He's alive and I have talked with him recently
and as soon as we finish running through your story, I want

to feed to you his response to this story, which appeared in

. the ew York Times a couple of days ago, and then get your

: reaction to that.

Are you aware of any cryptonyns, pseudonyms, qQr file
names that were associated with Pash's operations?

Mr. Hunt. I am not.

Mr. Baron. When I spoke to Tom Coons, your attorneyﬁ
on the phone and asked him to relay some preliminary questions
to you, he came back to me with an account that he said ;ou
hﬁd given him of the one other conversation that.you had had
with Boris Pash, where he said you had an encounter in a
hallway.

Can you describe that?

(Discussion off the record)

Mr. Baron. While wa were off the record we discussed
briefly the account given to me via your lawyer, which was
that you had met Pash in a hal'way at some point after
initial discussion of this matter and asked him whare it
stood. And ha feplied thias is very heavy stuff, I must be
very selective in talking about it, and you dropped the
matter. )

Do you have any recollection of such a conversation?

Mr, Hunt. I would say that my attorney,' with whom I

TOESTORET
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spoke rather hurriedly by telephone that occasion, has perhaps
misinterpreted what I was trying to get across.
I think that he has combined the elements of two separate

things into cne, I believe that he asked me whether or not

"I had ever seen Pash again, and I said, yes, I must have run

into him in the hall or sat down in the cafeteria with him.
And the other thing is, and I'm glad you brought this up, that
Pash did say yes during the one interview I had with him, yes,

I have to be very selective, And in any case, that that has
to be approved by higher authority. %

That is the juncture there, the joining, not when T
talked with him later. At this point I have no ;acollection
of talking about this incident with Pash a second time.

Mr. Baron. You said earlier that when Pash referred to
higher authority in your mind it probably meant Frank Wisner?

Mr. Hunt. Yes.

Mr. Baron. Did you have any indication at any peint
that any higher authority than Prank Wisner --

Mr, Hunt. Would be necassary?

Mr. Baren. Would ever consider the planning of this
assassination mission?

Mr., Hunt. I think I see what you're getting at. If I
could answer in this way:

Considering my relative leval in the Agency at that point

and the fact that I'd only been in it for five or six years,

YrEaEr.
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1 ! my assumption at that time was that authorization by Frank
i

12
13
14 |
15
16
17

18

Wisner would have been all that would have been raquired to
5proceed with the project had it ever materialized. That is
the Chief of the Clandestine Services,

Now whether Frank would have been required to go to

Allen Dulles, I rather doubt it. I think it is something that

| he would have been able to authorize himself.

Mr. Baron. All right. Let me ask you now before we get
into Colconel Pash's version of the story, which we will,
whether it is possible that you are confusing the time periods
here? :

So as not to hold anything back from you, Colonel Pash

has said that the time period has to be off because he

| retired from the Agency, or laft the Agency in probably late

'51, It's possible that it went into 1952, But he wasn't
with the Agency in any capacity after '52., And in fact, his
status was that of a military officer who had been detailed

to the Agency from approximately 1948 to '52,

19

20

21

22

24

25

_ Now does that affect your recollection in any way of the
period '54 to '55 as the period whan your conversation with
Boris Pash took.plncu?

Mr, Hunt. Well, from 1950 to 1953, I was in x«xico.

Mr. Baron. And whers were you from the time that you

joined the Agency until you went to Mexico?

TOREEARET
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Mr. Hunt. I was a member of the PP sgtaff.

Mr., Baron. Is it possible that your conversation with
Boris Pash about the assassination of a suspected double agent
took place in that time period?

Mr. Hunt., I would have to say it's possible, ves.

Mr, Baron. Would you have been dealing with East
European problems or --

Mr. Hunt. No, I was dealing with West Buropean problems,

Mr. Baron. I'm sorry. Would you have been dealing ;ith
a problem like this one, a problem with'a suspected Albaaian
double agent in West Germany during that time period? :

Mr. Hunt. I can't recall having done so. The Wast
European Division had its own PP staff officer and he would
have been the one to take it up, whereas my recollection is
that this was generated at a later time when I was in the
Southeast Europsan Division and had a direct reason to become
interested in the matter.

I have to say that it is possible, but I would say maybe
5 parcent possible.

Mr., Baron. And you accord so small a possibility to
the hypothesis Ehat you actually talked to Pash about this
problem in '49 or '50 because you were not involved in
operations in West Germany at that poigt.

Mr. Hunt. No, I was not.

Mr. Baron. And mat that
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I point?
: Mr. Hunt. No, no., He was not.

Mr., Baron. Where were you in '49 and 'S0 physically?

| Mr. Hunt. Physically I was in the JRK building with the

| PP staff and my direct supervisor at that time was“

who I have mentioned earlier,

Mr. Baron. Did you travel to West Germany during that
period of time?

Mr. Hunt. No, I did not.

Mr. Baron. In the later period, 'S0, '54, and 'S55,ithat
you were discussing, did you travel often to West Gﬂrman;?

Mr. Hunt. No.

Mrx. Baron. You were stationed in Washington?

Mr. Hung. I was stationed in Washington and from the

I was in Washington or the SE Europe Division. So I had
that continuous almost year therae.

Mr, Baren. Is there anything elsa that adds to your
sense of the probabilities that this conversation took place
in '54 and 'S57 '

Mr. Hunt. No. My restructuring is as I have given it
to you, my recollactions. ’

Mr. Baron. Okay. Let me ask you the same question in

maybe a straightforward manner.

period after I left Mexico, which was in, I th;nk, March of '54

for about the ensuing year when I left for the Guatemala projquL
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% 1 i blonel Pash has testified under oath that the coversation
? 2 % could not have taken place in 1954 or '55, What is your reactiorn
¥
E 3 i to that?
) o Mr. Hunt. Well, I would say let's pull his Agency file
o 5 gand see where he was in that particular period.
6 ;i Mr. Baron. Are you prepared to say that he is lying about

7 | the fact that the conversation could not have taken place in
8 '54 or '55?

9 Mr. Hunt. No, I'm not saying that. I just think tﬁit
10 || any of us who have been with the Agency for a long perio@ of
11 || time, we are now talking about an incident that took pla;e 20

12 || Years age, that one man's impression, he is as 1iktly to '

13 || cling to his impression of the incident as I am, and we almost

WARD a FAUL

14 || have a Rashomon type of situation.

15 Mr, Baron. Just one other question before we pull out

* Reference copy, JFK Collection:

16 the articla.

17 Were you awara of the functioning of a unit called PB7 i
18 in OPC?
. 19 Mr, Hunt, Well, I might have been at that time. I can't

20 recall what it was now.

21 Mr. Baron. Colonel Pash has testified that he did head

oo || @ small unit in the early days of the CIA called PB7, which was

23 || one of 7 units he referred to as planning branches, which
24 had functions much like the functions of the PB ataff, as you

25 have outlined them, There was an economic PE, there was one for|

410 Fust Streat, 5.€., Wastungton, D € 26003
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| defined functions. And SRS vas a member of that unit.

I political affairs, and his was the 7th, which had less well
i
! Do you recall any dealings that you had in your earliest
| period of service with the CIA with PB7, now that I've refreshed
: your recollection?
Mr. Hunt. Not as such, no. Does Colonel Pash define
what his functions were in the PB7?
i Mr. Baron. Before I answer that one, let me ask you one.
Mr. Hunt. I've been trying to develop a helpful coliaquy
here., :
Mr. Baron., This is very helpful.
Do you recall any charters that any of those pianning
branches had?
Mr, Hunt., At this juncture, no. I was only aware that,
I think mine was PB2., This is when I first went in in 1949

or 1950. I think that was “Atfit.

Mr. Baron. Colonel Pash described the charter of PB7

as giving PB7 responsibility for such other functions as the

six other units didn't perform.

Does that square with your recollection of what he was

doing in those early daya?

Mr. Hunt. Well, you see, I don't associate Colonel Pash
with the very early days. I associate him with a later period,
about three years or fiva Y!I;l later.

\
Mr. Baron. Do you have any specific recollection of Colone}l

TN T
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Pash's activities in the years 1949 to 19527

Mr., Hunt. Not at all, no. My only other collateral

recollection is that Colonel Pash was said to have come to us.

He was recently assigned in Germany and he had come to us
from there, That was all that I knew,

Mr. Baron. “ who has alsc testified this
past week on this subject, said that his recollection of the

charter of PB7 was that it gave PB7 responsibility for

assassinations, kidnappings and such other functions as higher

authority may assign or as were not being performed by oéher
units.

Doas that square with the impression tha§ yéu were given
by your supariors of the functions of Colonel Pash's unit?

Mr. Hunt. Yes. I didn't even know that -was

still alive. So‘ then supports my functiocnal recollection,

let's say.
Mr., Baron. Let's introduce as Exhibit 6 an article in
the Naw York Times dated January 8th, 1976, headed "Retired

Coleonel Denies Heading CIA Unit for Assassinations.”

(The document referred to was

marked for identification as

Hunt Exhibit No. 6)

!

————— < .
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Mr. Baron. For the record, Colonel Pash is quoted in

this as having "denied to Senate investigators an assertion

Phiane (Arsa 202) 544 6000

3 | by E. Howard Hunt, Jr. that the Colonel once headed a

% Central Intelligence Agency unit set up to arrange for the

->

5 - assassination of suspected double agents.”

¢

e

Then the article goes on to say that Colonel Pash is

) H
S 7 ; reported to have told the Committee that he had left the CIA
: 8 ; and returned to military service during 1954 and 1955, And
g ) g the story further goes on to quote Coleonel Pash as terming
10‘ Mr. Hunt's assertions, "insidious and completely fglsn.';
11 The article then continues: %
'§ 12% "He said he cculd not recall ever having met or spoken
§ 13% with Mr. Hunt."
’ 145 And that finally the Colonel said, he was not ever
; .

15 || "involved in any assassination planning" between 1949 and

16 || 1951.

17 ' Let me just ask you generazlly for your reaction to this
1g | version of Boris Pash's story, :and firat I ought to add for
19 || my own purposes for the record that the story did not come
20 || fxrom the Committee. Colonel Pash called the New York Times
21 || and gave them the story and even his prepared statement was
22 || not made public by the Committee. We simply told him that

23 || Wwe have never prevented any witness from saying anything they

410 Flest Streal, S.E., Wastungton, D.C. 200013

24 || want to to the press, And he took his story to the press,

25 So now what is your general raaction to his version?
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Mr. Hunt., Well, I note that the Colonel has said that
he was never involved in any assassination planning between
1949 and 1951. }

Now of course in my recollection I put the period of time

several years later, and I am always quite suspicious of non-

| service CIA record for a paramilitary individual. And I

could say Lucien Conein, for example, is an individual who
was apparently in and out of CIA and military capacity for

a long span of time, from my own apparent devotion to the”
career of foreign service, in the foreign service and out of
the foreign service to the Department of Army and back. ’

So a mere raferral to not having been assigﬁed to the
CIA at a particular time is something that I think would bear
a little looking into, as it did in the case of Colonel
Conein.

Mr. Baron. All right. Let me take you through the
essential points that Colonel Pash made ona at a time, We
have already discussed the discrepancy in your accounts of the
timing of any such conversation, if it did take place.

Colonel Pash says that he does not recall ever having
met you and doc;n't think he would recognize you on sight.

Now does that shake in any way your own sanse that you
met somebody that you are sure was Coi6n31 Pash?

Mr., Hunt. In my recollection, ha's a rather short man,

probably balding, if not totally bald, He wore glasses and

TSRS T
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1 i I'm giving that to you from a ten-minute talk to him 20 years

2 i ago.,

3, Mr. Baron. Next, Colonel Pash says it is possible that

Phane {Area 202) 544 6000

4 ,assassinations was part of the charter of his unit at the

§

TCIA PB7 on paper but was never any kind of active function of

y T

6 : that unit, nor, he has testified, was he knowledgeable of any

A i

:g, 7 ; assassination planning or activity at the CIA during his

:é 8 | service there.,

i 9 | How does that square with your recollection? N
10 Mr, Hunt. Well, I think I indicated in my earlier 3

11 || testimony that what I had heard about Colonel Pash was hearsay,

12 || that I had heard that he had been active in Western Germany

13 | for the Agency and this was before he came back to Washington

WARD & FPAUL

14 || in a staff capacity, that he had been able to handle things

15 || over there, and now he was the man at headquarters who could

Reference copy, JFK .Coilection:

16 | handle and arrange this sort of thing. So there may be a

17 || distinction. Maybe what I heard about him was totally false. f
18 | Perhaps he was not involved in that kind of activity but I

19 || relats him in memory to West German activity of the type

20 || that we have bean discussing, rather tChan to his being franeti- |
21 || cally active at headquarters with relation to field operations
22 || in West Germany, that he was a guy who could get things |

23 || done because he had had prior axperience in Germany, and of

410 First Stsesi, S.€£., Washungtion, D C. 20601

24 | course I have to rest my case there.

25 That's what I heard about him, I did not go up to him and !
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say, Colonel Pash, I understand you've had a lot of hits in

West Germany and can vou do the same for us? I didn't go into

| that. I just said, I've been referred to you for the following

reasons, and I went on into my very brief presentation. He

reacted and I left.

Mr. Baron. As you have testified, you did make it
unmistakably clear to Colonel Pash in that one conversation
that you were suggesting the assassination of a suspected
double agent and inquiring as to his capability to carry -
cut such a mission. -

Mr. Hunt, That is correct. j

Mr. Baron. Where does that leave you then in evaluating
the truth of his testimony that no such conversation took place
and that he was never asked to even consider planning an
assassination mission?

Mr, Hunt, I never asked him to plan an assassination
migsion, I simply asked if he had the capability and his
response was & deflective one, that it wags a matter that would
hava to be approved by higher authority.

But X lwft with no doubt that I had been referred to
the right place.

Mr. Baron. Since we don't have his tastimony in front
of us -- it has not been transcribed yet -- I don't want o

accord my own memory greater precision than it deserves. But

if Colonel Pash's testimony can ba fairly read to have assarted

TERABORET
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with real certainty that no such conversation took place and
that even in terms of exploring the possibility of assassination

planning or inquiring into the capability for assassination

. planning, he maintains that assassinations were never raised

with him , what do you then have to say about his
testimony?

Mr. Hunt. I would have to say that bis perceptions and
mine were at variance and that we were engaged in some sort
of an Aesopian dialogue in which neither of us understood
what the other was saying. : : -

I had no other reason to approach him. I had never'heard |
of the man except in that particular cortext.

Mr Earon. And there was no otheir reason for them
discussing capabilitiez for an assas+ination? i *

Mr. Hunt. That's correct.

My, Baron. Were you aware of .y specific function that
Colonel Pash performed with the CIA after the date of 19527 '
i

Mr. Hunt, Well, my recollection is that I saw him in !
'54 and '55 and that's the only specific function that I can
relate him to,

Mr, Baron.. Now you have drawn a chart of the PP staff,
Exhibit 4, that locates Colonel Pash and (NN the
PP staff, .

Is it possible that they served on the PP staff before thef

date the Colonel Pash gives as his retirement date from the
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é 1 ' CIA, which is sometime in '52?
z 2 1 Mr. Hunt. Is it possible? Yes, I believe it's possible
: = i because” was one of the original people in OPC.
_ : Mr. Baron. At what point did OPC merge or was it
. .
o 5 transformed?
FQ 5 Mr, Hunt. Well, it merged with 0SO, I think, in 1953
o ,
§ 8 mn Mexico in '53, and
f 9 ! I came out of there in, I think, March of '54, I left Mexico.
35 12 By that time the merger had taken placea. K
S‘:( 1t Mr, Baron. So is it possible that this chart couldfhave
[&]
§ g 10 | been a chart of the PP staff as it operated undai the OPC
?;s é 13 ] structurae, the 4537
; ’ 14 3 Mr. Hunt. Yes, In fact, I don't think that there was
g 15 | any particular change from the PB to the PP era.
W
& 5 Mr. Baron. The reason for my own confusion here is that
; 17 | colonel Pash and JJMSMERRE have both said that at the
18 l point when OPC was merged, or at some point shortly thereafter,
% 19 PR7 was abolished and they don‘t know what became of it,
3 20 They say the functions that thase seven planning branches
: 21 performed were ;crlmbled and reorganized and they were never
; oo || sure exactly who carried through the functions that had
g 23 previcusly been assigned to PB7,
"2 24 Mr, Hunt. Well, I never heard any more about it.
) 25 Just for perhaps a bit mora clarification, the labor
TSN T
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unit or branch as it appeared in the PP staff following the
merger, that had the same function and the same personnel as
let's say whatever PB enum-rated or numerical designations.

50 it's just a question of terminclegy. I can see that for
chronological purposes you are interested in how I recall it,
whether I recall it by a PB numercial designation or by --

But since I never knew what the Pash-‘ unit was designated,
whether it was designated by a word or by a number, it
doesn't help me at all. And for that reason I can't be ‘-

-

of more assistance to you.

il

Just go see Colonel Pash. He's in such and such an'office;
down thecge.

Mr. Baron. Off the record for a second.

(Discussion off the record)

Mr, Baron. For the record now, while we were off the
record we agread to continue this session a while to get into

one or two other areas, But I have a couple of questions to !

tag on to the end of this one.

Pirst of all,m in his testimony to the

Committee, said that he had no recollection of a conversation

with you where he was present, and you discussed assassination
of a double agent, or the planning for such a mission with

Colonel Pash and himself.

Do you, even having heard his testimony, still have a

clear recollection that”was' presant when you
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had this conversation?

Mr. Hunt. I do, because to the best of my knowledge and

belief, it was the first time that I had metm

That is, I had seen him in the corridors, but it was the

| first time that I was able to append a name to the particular

| individual who I had come to recognize visually,

My memory is further jogged in this respect, that«{jiiillum
having identified me as a member of the SE division of the
staff, at a later time but not much later, talked to me about
the possibility of his being amsigned to the SE divisiony
And my recollecticon of the conversation is tha‘toid
ma that he was a great friend ofw
and that this friendship should be put toc use for the Agency's
benefit, and it could be best done by his being transferred
to SE division for ultimate assignment to Athens.

Mr. Baron. Do you have from anything in your experience

in the CIA any perscnal animosity toward Colc.el Pash or

15 |

3
.8 19
g
Q
£ 20
8
: 21
2
: 22
i
i 23
s 24
L 4

"End 2A, b. 2B

Mr. Hunt. On the contrary. I've alwiys ragarded myself
as a friend 02‘“ and I only had one contact
with Boris Pash'. And I have no feeling about him one way ..
or the othar except that in his recent bock I read about his
involvement in the Manhattan Project axlzd I certainly admired

his contribution to national security in that era.

Mr. Baron. Inogf SR testinony, he gave us an
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account of an incident when he was stationed amand he saf
that he

-

had written a cable to CIA headquarters outlining a propaganda

program because he was involved in propaganda operations at

" that point. And he said, unbeknownst to him, someone else

in his station with the approval of the Chief of Station

attached an extra paragraph to this cable which suggested the
assassination of Chou En Lai in preparation for the Bandceng
Conference where Chou En Lai was supposed to be an important

-

spokesman on behalf of many Asian nations.

And the way thatm recaunted the incident,
he knew nothing about the paragraph that had been attach;d to
his cable until the reply came back very strong1§ in the
negative and eventually, a high ranking CIA official came out
to“o reprimand everyone involved in the incident for
suggesting assassination.

Do you have any recollection of that incident?

Mr, Hunt. No, I have no knowledge. What year does
. fer to because I was inw
Tokyo from, oh, about '55 to
'56 ox '51. And I would have seen most of the traffic that
came out ot’in that period of time, But I don't ~uow
if -- I know thab‘ stayed on ir-mch after my
time in the Far East, '

I don't know when the Bandoeng Conference tocl place. I

remember it, of course, but I don't remember the year.
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Mr. Baron. It appears to me that the Bandoeng Conference

took place, according tO” testimony, in 1955

and that the incident he was describing was either in 'S5 or
late in '54. .

Mr. Hunt. I had no recollection of it whatever.u,
is not suggesting that is some basis for personal animosity,
I trust.

Mr. Baron. No, He did say, though, that you might have
had knowledge of that suggestion, although he wasn't gsure of
it. He said you were involved at that time in a place where
you might have seen cable traffic like that, :

Mr. Hunt. That's quite right, but I never éaw that
traffic,

Mr., Baron. Let me pick up one last general guestion for
the moment at least on assassinations, i

Do you have any knowledge of even the consideration of
assassinations at high levels of the American governemnt?

In other words, we have bhaen using the term higher
authority and I would like to use it for the moment now to
refer to the level of the DCI or the National Security Council,

the Prasident,.hil close White House advisors, Cabinet

officlals, and the DCI.

Do you have any knowledge of anf'people at that level
seriously considering assassination planning?

Mr. Hunt. No, none. I think you have to bear in mind

.
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that most of my time with the Agency I was abroad and only

in the few years prior to my retirement when I decided to

| retire did I really come back and become a headquarters type.

But the rest of the time in my entire career I was abroad.

The only reference I recall is the one that I have

i testified about following my survey trip to Havana when I

3'prcvided a list of written recommendations to Dick Bissell

and éﬁ Barnes in which I recommended the assassination of
Castro by patriotic Cubans, and later on when Bissell said
that the matter was in the hands of a special group or 1
possibly the special group, and I can't discriminate at ;his
roint between the two, was I aware that Bissell ﬁimself -
well, I still believe that Bissell himself was sufficient
authority for something like that. I didn't know you needed
to go beyond it. I didn't think it was a matter of the 40
Group or the National Security Council had to become concerned
with.

Mr, Baron. And once again, you were not aware of any
follow-up to your suggestion?

Mr. Hunt. Well, yes, Bissell said the mattar ~- perhaps,
of course, agaiﬁ, we had the situation where I'm talking about
a suggestion that I made, and I said to Bissell, what about
that recommendation, and he says it's.in the hands of the
special group or the special group.

Actually, as we aow know, that was dwéatinfactory answer
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to me and I was surprised when on invasion day Castro was
alive. I now realize from testimony that Harvey and others
have given that the matter had been discussed long before my
arrival on the scene and it was in hand one way or the other.

Mr. Baron. When was your arrival on the scene?

Mr. Hunt. Spring of 1960. I transferred up, I actually
made my trip to Havana the summer of 1960, and then we had
the Bay of Pigs invasion the following April of ‘61,

Mr. Baron, Now it is my own recollection of oﬁr
assassination report that no action was taken to carry o@t

<

an assassination plan against Castro as early as the spring

of 1960,

Did something --

Mr, Hunt, No, I've giving you, I guess, a bureaucratic
answer. I was officially transferred back to Washington in

the spring of 1960 and I took some leave en route in Spain

..
Eventually I mads my way back to Washington in the spring |

and carly;lunnnr and got on the scene within a few days of

my actually rap;rting into the project managers, i1.a., Bissell

and Barnes, who decided I would go down to Havana for a period

of time, and I went down for about a w;ek and came back, and

by that time we were talking maybe July or so.

Mr., Baroa. July of '60?
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Mr. Hunt, Yes.

Mr, Baron. Was it your impression at that point that
assassination planning was under way?

Mr. Hunt. No.

Mr, Baron. When did vou make this recommendation to
Richard Bissell?

Mr. Hunt, Within a few days after my return from Havana.
Now I never heard from Bissell about the matter until some
months later, and I think I described this in my book, mo;t
6f which I put together in '67. I described coming backs to
Wasnhington. I had been aware, coming back from the‘Miam;
;rea where I was operating, I was hearing all of.these things
about bazookas and telescopic rifles and so fort: and sort |
of assuming that all of this was a result of the reccmmendation.
that I had made. And then Bissaell's response to me was, well,
what has happened to my recommendation, and he said, well, ;
it's in the hands of the special group.

And from that time on I never inquired further. Sub-
sequently I was told about poison cigars, which I thought was
an ancillary effort probably to the main one, ' 1t might have
a target of opp;rtunity. But that was not the main effort,

Mr. Baron. Off the rscord for a second. §

(Discussion off the record) ‘

Mr. Baron. So your written recommendation would have

been made approximately in the summer of 19607

T
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3 1 Mr. Hunt. That's correct.
3 .
: c | Mr. Baron. Before we move away from Cuban operations,
B g } -
i ' 5 | let me show you one cable that we have which is from’
" 4 i and it appears to be to CIA headquarters because it is marked
il
F\r‘ 5 | TN 75100, and it is dated September 16, 1964 in handwriting
5 6 ; that was put on the copy that we have by the Agency.
o~ !
é‘% 7 This is not the original copy of the cable but it appears
<
g g || to be a copy that was deleted and paraphrased for the purposes
o 9 of providing it to the Committee in the early days of our
7
8 10 inquiry. _‘,
.ﬁ -
"é‘ 11 We will mark this as Exhibit 7. -
¢ 4 .
AE : 12 (The document referred to was
- [ ]
E." g 13 marked for identification as
[3] <
3
9 14 Hunt Exhibit No. 7)
g
H
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Mr. Baron. You have had a chance to read this cable
now?
Mr. Hunt. I have.

Mr. Baron. I told you while we were off the record and

' I will reiterate now that Agent 1 appears to be a paraphrase

or a substitution for AMLASH/1.
Were you aware of the operations of AMLASH/1?
Mr. Hunt. No, I was not and I don't know his true name.

Mr. Baron. Were you aware of a major in the Cuban afmy

who was fairly close to Fidel Castro and who was a leadex among

the students at the Havana University who was cultivated by
the CIA as a contact?

Mr. Hunt. No. I may have been contemporaneously, but
so many people were cultivated by the Agency in those days,
Everybody was doing it, but I had no specific knowledge.

Mr, Baron. Does it refresh your recollection if I tell
you that AMLASH/1 was Rolando Cubela? C-~u-b-el-a.

_Mr. Hunt. I know that there was such a person, but I
never had any contact with him and I know nothing about him.

Mr. Baron. Do you know anything about the incident that
is described in'this cable?

Mr, Hunt. None at all, I'm sure that the reference in

paragraph five is not to me.

Mr. Baron. The sentence that says, "Quite likely, Eduardo

will never appear to contact subject.”
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; Mr. Hunt, That can't conceivably have been a reference -to

me.

Mr. Baron. Why is that?

Mr, Hunt. Because I had not been involved in Cuban
activities for more than three years at that time, I was
Epurposely isolated from all Cuban activities after the Bay
gof Pigs.

i Mr. Baron. You sald you did operate out of Madrid for a
: period of time but it was later than September of '647 i

Mr. Hunt, No. Let me clarify that, =

I was sent to Madrid in either '64 or '65. I can't’
recall which, and I stayed there less than a year.. -
A
communications were handled independently beatween myself and

J Tom Karramessaines, who was then Deputy Director for Plans.

This was a project that had been laid on by Dick Helms.

and I had no Cuban activities of any kind .

Mr. Baron, And did you have any knowledge of a relatiuwashi
to a plan to assassinate Castro, suppossdly to take place
during a univer;ity ceremony?

Mr. Hunt. ©No.

Mr ., Baron, Lat's move on now to ;n entirely different

area, and I will ask you to bagin by describing your general

role in the middle of the 1960s on the CA staff with regard to

3
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press publications or press placements or any responsibilities

you may have had for media relations.

: Mr. Hunt. After Allen Dulles's resignation and retirement,

I was assigned for about a period of a week to the CA staff
and I then transferred tc the newly set up Domestic Operations
5|L‘vision under Tracy Barnes, which was really the Commercial
Operations Division, although it was never .so-called.

I was the first Chief of Covert Action for the Domestic
il Operations Division and we inherited as a new division a number
of projects that had been running for a period of tima,.ghat
had been run by the commercial staff of the Agency and b; a
number of the geographic divisions.

The purpose of turning these ongoing projects over to the

Domestic Operati .8 Division was to centralize contacts with

publishers in the United States for the benefit of geographic

divisions such as the Asian or Far East Division which might

want a book published omfor a particular purpose.

They would come to Tracy Barnes with a particular request.

_'Pumi:hing Company had been in existence for quite

a period of time and I think they were managed by Cord Myer

International Division, if I'm nat mistaken, or possibly the

CA staff, But what we received were ongoing operations., We

were sent the case files for the

for th”ptojact, for

project,

And I should say that the relationship with tha~ _

;
M T
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é 1 ! organization, which had been operating out of the National
3 i
: | Press Building in Washingten. We had a project in which
E2 -
H I
£ i

; I visited on one occasion callecufiifii NI ich we ran
' , out of a“wirginia office,
. .

e

_?{ﬁ 5 w I had no personal media contacts with American magazines
’25 8 i or newspapers, if that is the thrust of your question.

é, v ; Mr. Baron. Actually, I'm interested in this whole area,

é g || both contacts with specific reporters or media people dome-

=

g |l stically or contacts with publishing houses or contacts .abroad

1

10 || in the publishing field. .
11 Mr., Hunt. Well, I've given yoa the names of the puﬂlishing
12 hbusea that we had cortact with, I did on one oécasion meet

13 and I can't recall the purpose of it, it was a very large [

WARD & FPAUL

14 | textbook publishing house and their main offices were in :

15 || New Jersey. If T had an annual for publishers, I could pull
16 || 1t out. ' |
v

17 But beside from that publishing house, we never did any

Reference copy, JFK ‘Coi'lec tion:

18 business with them, I don't recall of any publishing houses

19 bch that is trade publishers, that

o0 || we dealt with, _

21 We had our own press aguncy,u which I

oo || imagine you're quite familiar with, i
2% Mr. Hunt. Can you describe the standard mode of

24 operating with these various publishing outlets?

410 First Strsat, S.E., Wasthanglon, D.C. 20003

25 In other words, how would you have supplied them with |
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material? Would you urge them to publish a manuscript they

already had from another source? Would you give them a

manuscript that CIA personnel had written under a pseudonym?
Mr. Hunt. I don't think that ever took place, to my

knowledge.

what I recall is YNNI reeting with Tracy Barnes

and me or individually, either in Washington or New York during
this period and saying I have a great book I would love to
publish, but it's not economically feasible, and I think it -
would be good for you people abioad for the following reasons.
And we might come up with the differential or we might n;t.

I don't recall any Agency-created manulcripis that were
sent to "or for that matter, any other publisher.

I recall we had a lot of accountinq problems with*
and finally we got really almost bogged down in arguments
about back copies. It was a little on the nightmarish side.
We did turn out some good books, but I couldn't give you a
title at this point. But I'm sure that they are a matter of
racord within the Agency.

Mr. Baron. What was the nightmarish aspect of it?

Mr, Hunt, .Wcll, apparently, before tha project came under
DOD, it had been handled on a very freeawheeling basis by the
previous project managers. -ct everything he wanted
from the Agency in terms of subsidy money and expense money -

and publicity money and that sort of thing and when we took
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it over it was brought under -- I hesitate to use the ternm
professional management, but I do so in a qualified sense in

that I was the only one, I guess, who knew anything about the

_ publishing industry, who had ever been connected with the

project. So I knew a little about it.

And at that time, with the help of our own commercial
people within the Division, our accountants and auditors and
so forth determined that there were a number of aspects of
our fiduciary relationship with the“fcompany that would
bear greater investigation. ) ;

So the relationship from a freewheeling one prior éb our
DOD managerial take-over, it hecame from a freewheelinq thing,
it became sort of an unpleasant continuous argument gbout
dollars and cents, rather than functional matters, ’

Mr. Baron. Out of what funds at the CIA did these monies
come from that we were giving to'.

Mr. Hunt. I wouldn't have any id@a, project money.

Mr. Baron. Who signed off on the project money?

Mr. Hunt, Well, it would depend on how much it cost.

I think that Karamessines could sign off up to $50,000 and
heyond that it'had to be. signed off on by Helms, I think. That
my best recollection, And I don't know -~ as annual review
was conducted, and of course the division chief had to approve

itl

Mr. Baron. Did the oparation involve companies other than

S -

N
|
|

!
!
i
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the ones you've mentioned? 1In other words, supplying funds
to companies other than the ones you've alresady mentioned?
Mr. Hunt. I don't know of any. None that I knew of.
I would be very surprised if a memorandum showed up saying
that we were dealing with Random House, for example. I just
don't recall now.
Mr. Baron. Was there any other aspect to your liaison

with these publishing houses other than their seeking funds

to publish books that you were interested in having publi;hed?

Mr. Hunt. Only this, that the USIA was, I think, finally

>

brought into a formal relationship with DOD, at least my

part of it, and the head of the book division at USIA and I

would meet from time to time and he would indicate that he had

a good one that we really ought to do rather than USIA and

vice versa, And he knew fully of tha‘ruhtianship.
Mr. Baron. Can you describe the process that you would

go through to ensure the publication of a book that the CIA

was interested in having published? An example that I was

given by somabody on our staff who has bean looking into this

was books weitten by or ghosted for Chincn~

Mr, Hunt. As I recall it, the Chinese branch sort of
ran a parallel operation. I don't recaall their coming

through us. I don't recall a‘book when I was in

that particular job., Wwhat I do recall is, I remeamber the

/
Near East Branch brining to our attentioh a book that they
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3 1 l would like to have‘publish, and it had to do with the

o

~ i

: 2 mrder dispute, the name of which I can't

< AR

< |

r 3 | recall. So the manuscript would have been read by“
R ) or his principal assistant, and he would give an indication
-

of what he thought the marketability was. And at that point --

w

"HSCA (RG 233

{ well, in this instance, we got the funds from the Near East

(o]

7 | Division. When it came down to that, why should DAOD, who had

8 | no interest in the wﬁspute, provide money for

that particular piece of propaganda. So the money would be

.,._____“_____~m
O

Reference copy, JFK 'Coivlection:

10 || transferred somehow from the Near East Division's. allocation.
11 || It would be their project, but we would he the managers of it

12 | when it got down to the point of dealing face to' face with

1 n the matter, My office would keep the division

WARD & PAUL

14 | apprised of the project, when publication could be expected,

i

15 and so forth.

|
i
16 Mr. Baron. Werae there any other CIA publishing proprietaric

17 | than the two you have menticned”*

18 Mr, Hunt, That I had personal knowledge of within the

19 | Domestic Operations Division, no. ;

§ 20 Mr. Baron. You qualified that by saying within the |

g 21 Domestic Oporaéions Division., Were thers others? f

; 22 Mr. Hunt. Because the international operations or Inter-

g gz || national Organizational Division unde; Cord Myer, ran quite a !f\

§ 24 things in conjunction with the Congress for Cultural Freedom, !

) 25 | for example, Radio Free Europe, those things that went on.
|
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Mr. Baron. Did CIA do ghostwriting for non-CIA publi-

cations?

Mr, Hunt. I ghosted a couple of -~ I'm very reluctant

to go into this, although I have discussed it with John

f Crowdson. But this is another one of those difficult areas

where it's very hard for me to prove.

There came a time in the spring «f, I think it was the
spring of about 1969, when the Soviet Russia Division asked
me if I could cause toc have published something on the --_
by this time I was no longer with the Domestic Operations

Division. I was with Western Europe -- on the increasing use
bi( the Mnd things like that,
and Christ, I hope this doesn't get out.

And so I want to lelms. Howard Osborne was then Chief
of the Division, as I recall. He was laté;nirectoz of
Security, and this had been staffed out. And I prepared the

article and it apbcared in large portions unchanged under the

byline ot- And it was not a fabricated article

It "ll just information which was supplied which he wrote

1
t
!
1
v

somevhat in his own style, and there was a second article which

appeared a month or two months later, and this was done by

Dick Helms,

Mr., Baron., Also undcr~byline?

Mr. Hunt. Yes, You could-undoruln'd the difficulties

inveived here and I don't need any mors enemies. I have plenty.[

i
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3 Now that is my own personal contribution to that sort cof
: 2
% thing. But I can't think of anything else that was done.
H 3
£ Mr. Baron. By other people? Was it a general practice
4 .
ﬂ\r\ i| to supply either prefabricated articles or the material for
& 5 f {
L | articles to favorable press contacts in this country?
1o & |
< I Mr. lunt. Well, we know about the“ hook ,
o g
g 7 .
< ' which was largely a cooperative venture with the Agency,
O
8
E and that was done by the SR Division.
. 9 -
E You are aware of that, aren't you?
4
7] 10 . : -
5 Now in that case, you see, the SR reached out on it; own.
S 11
'§ ‘y Penkoski\Papers was another example, We had nothing to do
= 2 °
= : 12 '
o p with that in DOD., That was done, again, by SR division. And
&t 13
v 3 I can understand why.
g 14
§ But basically, in answer to your question, 1 have given
o
] 15
] you everything that I have personal knowledge of.
: 16

Mxr, Baron., When you made the arrangement with.z-

2 18 . Mr, Hunt.. I made no arrangement with him,
-]
~ -8
g 19 Mr, Baron., Who handled liaison with him?
G
§ &0 Mr. Hunt. Dick Helms.
€
g
z 21 Mr. Baron. And was that a cne-on-one arrangement or
W .
; 22 |' yere there other people knowledgeable?
g 23 Mr. Hunt. I believe it was a one-on-one, old school ties
e 24
v . || arrangement.
25

Mr. Baron. Was there any list keapt at the CIA of favorable
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media contacts who could be counted on to disseminate a story
that the CIA was interested in disseminating?

Mr. Hunt. I would have to say yes, but I wouldn't know

‘where it was kept other than either Karramessines's office
/

or Dick Helms had it.

Mr. Baron. Were such media contacts utilized to disseminate

derrogatory information about the targets of some CIA
operation? i

Mr. Hunt, I can't recall any such incidents. -

Mr. Baron, Were they used to disseminate in:ormat;?n that
might have some impact on diplomacy? -

In other words, say --

Mr. Hunt. American diplomacy?

Mr. Baron. Yes, in preparation for a meeting between
American leaders and leaders from ;nother country, the CIA
might hypothetically want to disseminate a certain kind of
ipformation.

Do you know if that kind of thing was done?

N

Mr. Hunt. I suspect that it was. It certainly was within
the general thrust of what we were trying to accomplish.

But let me go back to something that I think is pretty
fundamental that we have not gotten into yet.

Neither USIA nor CIA had a chartér that allowed it to
propagandize the American public. And this is one of the

difficulties that I had when I took over.the managership of the

i

!

!
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organization. I felt that a strict

construction of the CIA charter made the project quite suspect

because if we were doing a book, for example, on_

Communism, who was the target? It would have been highly

|
!inappropriate for United States citizens to be the target

of the particular book, and we did a hell of a good book on

7”Comunism. It became about this thick. I can't

recall the title,

e it
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If your targets are foreign, then where are they? They

don't all necessarily read English, and we had a“

-~

t
| published in India, for example, where Fnqlish is a lingua franca.

then you have some basic problems. And I think the way this

was rationalized by the project review board that loocked over

the -operation, and the“ and”

9 band things like that was that the ultimate target was

/
PR SLA A o

formed, which was true, but how much of the ﬂoutpgt
actually got abroad for any impact I think is highly arquable. [

Now, in the case of “‘:he material was

physically mailed from Washington to foreign targets, the
”'hewspapers, I think particularly the“
Agency was a client, The mere fact that the project was
rooted in the United States gave it sort of a credibility

lustre abroad in that particular sra. If it came out of

Washington then it was probably okay. ‘ |
|

But I -“ad no domestic U.S. papers

as clients. What I'm trying to get at is that DOD handled

operations which were based domestically in the United States,
¥he commesrcial operations, and this includes proprietary
airlines and things like that, whose x;ltimtc target was
abroad. The principal target or even a tangential target was

not the United States citizen.
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Mr. Baron. But, with anything that was published in
English, the United States citizenry would become a likely

audience for the publication?

| Mr. Hunt. A likely audience, definitely.

Mr. Baron. Did you take some sort of steps to make sure

that things that were published in English were kept out of
or away from the American reading public?

Mr. Hunt. It was impossible because ‘lal a o
commercial U.S. publisher. His books had to be seen, had to
be reviewed, had to be bought here, had to be read. Agajn: I
say it wia a matter of great difficulty. Mr. Barnes resolved
all that philosophically, and I simply carried out the dicta.

Mr. Baron. What was your philosophical opinion of the
danger of propagandizing Americans?

Mr. Hunt. Well, I knew that it was not a part of the
Agency chartear, and it was a matter that the USIA loocked at.

I talked about it occasionally. The USIA coincidentally had
come under some criticism at that time for subsidizing certain
publishers in the United States. That bacame known; I don't
recall how. I discussed with the USIA book man and with
Barnes the danger that we might be criticized for the same
reasons. I was never enchanted with tho-oparution. I
thought it coat far too much money and had minimal benefits
abroad, and further, we had the liability, the vulnerability

to quite reasonable critcism that we had U.S. citizens as a
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target, or an audience, I should say.
Mr. Baron. Were there any precautions taken against

dissemination in America of publications by CIA proprietaries

| in English?

Mr. Hunt. Proprietaries, well, my only personal knowledge
is the mcperation which I say was simply mailed
out of Wgshington. AThat was the only precaution, rather than
our people mailing them themselves,

Mr. Baron. Were any techniques used to prevent contamina-
tion of American intelligence by picking up on things thgt the
CIA was actually publishing or arranging to have publllhéd?

Mr. Hunt. I would assume so, and I would guess that that
would be done in the first instance by the knowledgeability of i
the raports officers in the various geographic divisions at
headquarters who wggld scan newspap?:s, for example, or they
would receive raw reports trom_ let's say, and see that
there had been a big sale of a particular book which we gad
spongsored, which they knew we had sponsored but nobody else
kmew. Of couru,~muld have known about
it, too.

So I would say that it was a pretty good fail-safe. The
area of knowledgeability was high. For one thing, I traveled
some in those days. I traveled to Bombay. I talked to the

Bishere. I traveled to New Delhi and talked to

here, who was my CA opposite number, and. -
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s 1 | keep them up to date as to what we were planning. I would do
S
: 2 | the same in France and so forth.
g
g 3 Mr. Baron. Were there any specific instances that you know
4 ||of of an eventual placement in the U.S. press of a story that
)
. _:f, 5 || the CIA generated or fabricated abroad ‘somewhere? For instance,
F;' 6 || a story could conceivably be picked up by the UPI or by Reuters

» |l that the CIA had planted abroad.

"HSCA (RG 23

8 Mr. Hunt. I can't recall xznything significant. I would

9 | guess that during the Cuban, during the days of maximum
10 || Cuban operation that sort of thing happened. I would think it
11 || would be unavoidable, but I can't specify. :

12 Mr. Baron. And are there any other inatancés than things

13 || you have mentioned of direct placements of stories in the U.S,.

WARD & PALL

14 || press by the CIA?

15 Mr. Hunt. I have mentioned th’which was a
16 || cooperative venture wit_ the t!«“

17 || things. No, I can't recall.

Reference copy, JI-'K'CO—J.Vlection:

18 Mr, Baron. I touched earlier upon the possibility of

19 | dissaminating derogatory information about Agency targets. These

20 || ¥eXe you aware of any general program of that nature to discredil
21 || either a foreign political leader or a foreign political fac-
22 || tion, or domastic political groups or leaders?

23 Mr. Hunt. To the latter question, no. Domestic, I am

O First Sirest, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

24 || not aware of any.

A

25 I think the Soviet Russia division was quite active, and it
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kept a list, for example, and maintained a very good list of
KGB officers abroad, and when one would show up at Luanda, for
example, they would make sure that the local press got the
man's dossier, or at least a blind handout so that they would
know who the fellow was, much as the Butz countégspy operation
is doina. today against the CIA.

Mr. Baron. Did you make arrangements, or did you know
of arrangements being made for non-CIA authors to write pieces
that were favorable to the CIA? T

Mr. Hunt. No. . -

Mr. Baron. There was no funding of that kind of op;ta-
ton?

Mr, Hunt. You mean sort of flackery, the favorable
publicity for the Agency, is that what you imply?

Mr. Baron. Right.

Mr. Hunt. No.

Mr, Baron. What about subsidizing non-~CIA authors to
write storiss of any sort, or books of any soit that the CIA
was interested in having published?

Mr., Hunt. I would say this in a qualified sanse. Where

in the past we had qivm commitment to buy X copies

of his book on en~prob1m, obviously

we were subsidizing the author of that book because it was
our money tha”j'wu ultimately passing to the indi-
vidual, but that wu- doing it rather than us. In
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1 other words, there was never any face to face contact.
2 Mr. Baron. Aside from dealing through publishing houses

5 || that you had established contact with, did you deal individually

with authors who were non-CIA employees?

>

5 | Mr. Hunt. I did not. I don't think DOD did. I think that
6 || Fax East Division did.
b | Mr. Baron. Do you know with whom?

8 Mr. Hunt. You mentioned Chinese“ for example.

g || Well, they dealt also, the Soviet Russia division dealt wita

10 p.on the Penkoskhgcase. In fact, I had lunch with

-

‘ hile he was doiiny the Penkoskiﬂfapers. So that was.

11

12 || an example,

13 Mr. Baron, Did they have a regular program?

14 Mr. Hunt, VYes, I thinﬁ so.

15 Mr. Baron. Both of those two divisicnsé

16 Mr. Hunt. Yes.

17 Mr. Baron. Is there anything else that you think we would
18 || need in brdcr to have a fairly clear, complete picture of the

19 || relations to the media or the publishing industry?

20 Mr. Hunt. Well, I think you could get probably a good
21 vdeal more information from Cord Myer, who had a lot of that
2o || directly under him when he was Chief of the International
23 || Organizations Division, and of course,'ha sarved as Deputy

24 | Chief of Clandestine Services for quite a while. He would

o5 || probably have as panoramic knowl&dga as ahybody. I guess he's
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still in London.

Mr. Baron. Let me move you back to Allen Dulles's heyday
at the Agency and ask you -- and this is at a very general
level, for some sort of picture of first, your relationship
to Dulles and secondly, the way he operated and made decisions,
both formally and informally.

Mr. Hunt. Well, my direct exposure to Allen Dulles began

in the wake of the Bay of Pigs when I was transferred to his

office until I guess just before his retirement, by Dick Bissell.

They needed somebody in Dulles' office to -~ I believe I've
covered this in my autobiography, as a matter of fact -~~to
#nswer the many questions that were coming in to'the Agency
from let's say the "Green Committee,” that was investigating
the Bay of Pigs failure, and the press, the New York Times;

a lot of questions were baing posed to Allen Dulles and to tha
Agency about the Bay of Pigs, and I had about as good a view
of certainly the political background of the effort as
anybody because I directed it for a period of time until juat

bafore, when I resigned that post.

Mr. Dulles at that time was very harrassed. Bobby Kennedy

was harrassing him almost daily at these meetings. The story
had been put out, of course, that this was a CIA failure.
None of us associated with the projccé, ll;lt of all Mr.
Dulles, believed that for a minute.~ We looked upon it as a

failure of nerve by the New Prontier sincde what had happened
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80
was that we had made the -~ the President had given certain
undertakings to Cuban leadership and to our own paramilitary
people, and had failed to carry them out.
However, this fact was successfully disguised for a number
of years, but Dulles and Dick Bissell paid the price.

In any events, the Bay of Pigs cost Dulles his leadership

of the Agency, and I had the utmost respect for him. I was

associated with him as an assistant for the special Cuban
Bay of Pigs purposes, for a period of several months prio; to,

perhaps six months prior to his eventual retirement.

I had had occasional contacts with him as a‘

” and I had seen him in Japan when he came over there

and we had some discussions. Mr. Dulles brought into tﬁ;
formal Central Intelligence Agency the same feeling of esprit
de corps that we had all enjoyed in the Office of Strategic
Services, and this was largely lost during the McCone dirsctor-
ship. And I think we had some admiral after that, Admiral
Radford, possibly. We got under a group of managers, and the
human element that we had enjoyed in 0SS was gone with the
passage of Allen Dulles until Dick Helms came back in. You
see, I'm an unrepentent admirer of Allen Duller and the way we
used to do business. Why do I sav that? Because the way we did '
business during Mr. Dullew's directorate was precisely the vav

we did it in 08B during General Donovan's creation and directionr

of that organization. In OSS. which was Allan Dulles's training,

ground as much
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as mine, you had the feeling that no idea would ever be stifled
simply for lack of a hearing. General Donovan was open to

all sorts of suggestions just as Allen Dulles was later, and

| this was a great feeling for creative minds within the Agency,

during a large part of my career, that if you had a good idea,
it would be reviewed, considered and accepted or rejected on
its merits.

Mr. Baron. Let me break in here because the hour is
getting late now and I don't want to stretch this out too long.
But I would like to get to any specific information you might
have or impressions you might have had of the way Allen Dulles
would deal with Presidents or the National Security Council. ;

Mr. Hunt. I have no knowledge of that area at all. Of
course, when President Eisenhower was in office, Mr. Dulles' !
brother was Sacretary of State, and it was at that same time

that we began the successful Guatemala operation. We

certainly had President Eisenhower's hearty endorsement, and I |
can only assume from the fact that we never had any difficultie*
or criticisms that Mr. Dulles had the best possible rapport }
with at least that particular President.

Mr. Baron., Were you personally aware of the nature or

the frequency of Allen Dulles' contacts with President Eisenhower

v

Mr., Hunt. No.

Mr. Baron. Were you aware of the style with which he

made decisions along with a President on-a major covert

SRREEERET :
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operation, namely, were these decisions always made in a formal

i| fashion before the NSC, or some subunit of the NSC, or were

they made informally?
Mr. Hunt. I have no information on that.
Mr. Baron. Why don't we stop here for today.

(Whereupon, at 5:45 o'clock p.m., the hearing in the

above-entitled matter was concluded.)
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STATEMENT BY B. HOWARD HINT
A year ago when Congress established the Church Committes, Senator
Baker was quoted as saying that I would be an early witness. I was then free
on Appeal and readily available to testify concerning CIA involvemsnt in
allegedly illegal ‘c:pi:r%;x'i'ty Moreover, I viewsd testifying before the
Committes as a further/to testify under oath concerning my total non -
involvement with Messrs Oswvald, HBremer and Sirhan, persons with whom wy
name has been slanderously and libelously linked in preas and electromic
media. Although I had been interviewed previously by the FHI and the Rock-
efeller Commission with regard to these allegations a host of assassination
buffs and media advocates continusd irresponsibly to azsoclate me with the
deaths of the Kennsdy brothers and the crippling of Governor Wallace.
My Appeal denied, I re-entered prison in April,1975. Three weeka.
later US Marshals escorted me to Washington DC for what turned out to be a
thres-bour interview with a new Watergate Assistent Special Prosscutor. For
a 9=dsy period I was lodged at the Leesburg, Va., jail,and finally returned
via Detroit and Tallahasses whers I was impriscned in the isclatiocn area
before being driven on May 26 to Eglin Federal Friscn Camp. On My 27,
Assistant Committes Counsel Michasl Madigan tslaphoned me to say that the
Church Committes wvanted to interview me "within the next two weeka". I
apprised Me. Mydigam of Public Law 93-209, Title 18. Sec.L082(c) Para. 1
(amended) which suthorises minimum security priscners such as myself to be
furloughed for up to 30 days for purposes of testifying. Counsel liftiga
agread to xy testifying on this furlough besis.
Over the susmer,however, I heard nothing further from Mr. Madigmn
or his Commlittee associates. Then in mid-September a Vashington FOST story
alleged that I had been asxigned by & Waite House i,uporlor to assasxinate

columnist Jack Andsrson. Senator Church was tharsupon quoted as saying
that his Committes would investigate the charges. I welcomed this apparent

!



Hm- Galt id, REPRODUCED AY THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES i

2w

opportunity, for the allegations had gained wide credence whils my owmn
delayed respanas appeared only incompletely in the press. Still, nothing
vwas heard from the Committae.

In December 1975 John Crewdson of the New York Times interviewed
me in prison. He asked if I knew anything about "CIA assassination capa=
tilitiss®, and I related to him xy encounter with Col, Boris T. Pash. Mro
Crewdaocn then inquired whether the Church Committee had interviewed me.
I responded in terms of the foregoing, noting that I would have testified
about the Pash encounter had I been given the publicized opportunities.
My interview with Mr. Crewdson was published and shortly thereafter my
attorney was contacted by a repressntative of the Committee,

I consider it highly discriminatory that the Committes is
wnwilling to have me testify in Washington as a furloughed witness.
Further, the Committee's refusal to postpone interviewing me in prism
mtil one of two counsel familiar with my caresr and affairs is avgilable
places me in a difficult position with regard %o.nmmtsuon by informed
legal comsels And, as during the Ervin Committes hearings ( whose cost in
legal fees to me approached $100,000) I must again pay legal fees occasioned
by ths interest of the Senate in a matier of no discernille benefit to me,

Between last January and April I could freely have traveled to
Washington te testify at the pleasure of the Senate. From then on I could
have been furloughed for that purpose mnd testified accompamnisd by customary
counsel who are not novw availsble to me. MNeverthsless, in demonstration of
uy willingness to cooperste fully with the Senats I agres to be interviewed

mder cath todays 2’/4 y M
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